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OG When refreſhed by ſuſtenance and re- 
> (das, he entered i into converſation with the 
1 18 inhabitants of the cottage. © My friends,“ 


aid he, © ye ſeem to bear the dominion 
1 Rm. 5 N of our new maſters well. Ye,can afford 
Lie the needy traveller a refuge. 


Four looks are cheerful, and ye a 
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3 wWouldlt u thou know why we appear ce Us, 
ul 75 1. emen in truth ane we bave cauſe 1 


1 bern S be, ha no een et Fe 
ays ſince, our herds, the principal ſource _ 
of our wealth and ſuſtenance, were borne 
off by the Danes. That corn, which thou 5 

ſeeſt ſpringing up ſo. luxuriantly, is not 7 
deſtined to ripen for us. No, we muſt 

with humility and patiente, (for againſt the 
ſtrong, what would avail the reſiſtan of . 
the weak 24 we muſt without HY give 
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TY © Heard he was good and juſt. But his ſue- 
1 | ceſs would be to us productive / of no mate- 
175 ; is 5 rial alteration. We ſhould change our 
maſters, but we ſhould not be freed from 

| FX . oppreſſion. *Tis true, indeed, our lords | 


cannot with impunity attempt our lives; 
but ſmall is the value of exiſtence, while 
ſubject to the deprivation of a hard earned 
be 5 property at the will of an imperious ſ 
' rior; while ſubjeQ to all the various. 
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1 * which wantan power and wealth are 

” - wont to inflict on poverty and helpleſineſs, 
= Alas! the great feel not our neceſſities, | 
== hey: experience not the acuteneſs of our 
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pot | FO to ** er complaints, were 1 I 
he reſtored to his wonted authority. Shoudd 
you not hope compaſſion from his good- 
_ nels,” and redreſs from his jultice . 
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— bleſlings cannot reach us; | 


Sir eaſe, they 4 i 


eſcenſion ſufficient - to 
us the Privilege. of breathing the vital | 
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| within himſelf, The leſſon Wo his d 
5 I vill not en to obſerve.” ee e hea 


5 him to the mee of a e 
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| ſcheme, whoſe rad could only give bim | 
the power of remedying the evils he tak | 
mented, his pace ſlackened not, and he 
_ travelled without reſt or ceſſation till the 
dawn of the following morn, which 9 


66 fruck bun on 
his approach, made him pauſe awhile be- 
fore he entered it. He abſerved an old 
man driving a thin flock to the door of 
mis dwelling, and ever as they ſcattered 
frtrom his guidance, he heard him utter theſe 
1 — * Alas! Alas [wy Adelfrida— 8 


Tbe we 4 f-Alfred: 1 ſeafbly felt this 
truth, and in "quitting the cottage be ſaid 5 
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Alfred was ſtrongly attracted towards him. 
He drew back a little, willing to. lee more 


nov iſſued from the coltage,. on whole ſea- = | 
tures were imprinted the traces of- 3 
ſorrow. © Adelfred, faid ſhe pr the „ 
man, © what haſt thou done with the re. 


before he advanced. An aged woman, 


here, I ſhould not want alfiſtance,”. "In + 

was ſomething ſo pity-· moving 5 1 ” 
of the old man, in his councnance, wick = : 
was bathed in tears, that the ſenſibility. of 


in the voice 


1 of the flock ?? . 4 Knoveſt thou, | ä 0 | 


choiceſt trealure is for ever loſt : 7 


” he replied, © that proſperity forſook, : A 
us * Adelfrida? The Danes have taken 3 
from us all but theſe. Are we however 


to repine at leſſer evils, when our beſt, our! 


In faying thus he comming his Here, 
charge to the care of the old woman, from 
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entered the cottage. Alfred now advanceds, | 
and followed the ſteps of the. old man. He 
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de rol youth, © if thou art able to afford 
them; for fince the noon of yi Relay * 
I have ken neither.“ 1 15 
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raiſed his bead, N 


received ſtrong cauſe to fear the ſtranger, 
and to rejett the petition of him who im- 
lores a refuge; yet why ſhould I now 
fear, when I have no more of dear or va- 
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rend. this aged breaſt, thou vouldſt be 


: 9 « „Think k ſaid Alfred, ROT 1 
- ,, the: barp,. « that I would willingly add to 
thy unhappineſs; for ſure. to a ſpitit 00 i 


bowed. down as thine appears to be, all 


tion; perhaps the recital may furniſh me: - 
50 on folacing,, and 
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_ _ _ - tainers. vith a ny" of . Kill 1 Ea 5 
"IP i x 15 l 8 


er [a d the ods man: Jinks ny 
1 bot dting / rough ce Gs: ſuits not with 
. 4 grief as mine. Forbear kind gueſt, 3 
for thou I know doſt mean a kindneſs; for» - 2 
bear, and let not my requeſt offend thee, 
Wert thou acquainted with the pangs that 


: ſenſible that I aſk thee to deſiſt, not from- 1 
a contempt of thy Kill, but from a know- + 
55 ail *. we own beach to. receive - 
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merriment is inſult. Good ſire, I pray Fe. P A "I 
_ "thee inftrut me in the cauſe; of thy afflic- 
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þ ruſt-me thou needſt not fear y er co " denes 


0 Alas l. ates. Addlfrid, © my FR 
ros ſeek not concealment ; and I will ex- 
plain them to thee, court6cain Aden ge not 
from the hope of being conſoled, but to 

prove to thee that they are beyond the 

power of mitigation : Yet firſt it is neceſ- 
fary to adminiſter relief to thy! wearied 
ſpirits, which I pereeive begin to mop | 

nal the reſſure of ne e 

1 At theſe dure be N his u Pan 

By who entered immediately, and prepared. 

for their repaſt. The board was ſoon co- 
vered, and Alfred fed with eagerneſs and 
pleaſure on the homely food that was 

AM before him. = 1 | 
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850. inſtead of retiring to repoſe, as Adel- 

| frid would have dee him, he en- 
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MF 0 . of owl cocks ae . 
man. —“ Yes, chou ſhalt hear it, courteous _ 
1 but it will grieve e 4 . hs 
thy heart is compaſſionate,” This cot (con- 
tinned he) deſcended to me em my 4. 20 
thers, with the fields that furround it. 1 


eſpouſed this woman vhom thou beholdeſty - ; N 


in the firſt bloom of .manhood-; 
bleſſed with a numerous o 


children were comely, bets! oy goods 3 


and our poſſeſſions, though not ample, were 7 


| ee ſufficient to ſupply all the 1 ol 


ceſſities of our. lowly: ſtate. -- We imagined. Y 


ourſelves ſecure of happineſs, but alas? 
how little ſhould man depend on external 1 

things! Our children grew to that age, il 1 
which the ſeeds of virtue firſt diſplay them- | 
ſelves, and then the ruthleſs hand of Death 3 


bereft us of them for ever. One fon, the 
laſt and deareſt of all, remained to us for 55 


ſome time: we cheriſhed him as our only — 
_ _ B : £ i 5 - % ſtay, Z | 2 


nim, and ſure 


ner, and my grey hairs 
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row to the grave! 


uu in battle againſt 1 the D ances. 


My ſon was brave and loyal. He might 


ived undiſturbed in this retreat, 
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| _ death was ennobled by having ſhared ie 

ny of bis king; for it is fad that he 1 


ſe of my ſon ſurvived him bur 1 


— 


a ſhort time, and then did Adelfrida ap- 7 13 1 25 
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fide the grave,—Alas! ſoon, too ſoon, we 1 25 2 


ſpoiler came, and bereaved me wk all 
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One night, when, my ; me. Adelfrida "oY 
and I had retired to repoſe, our flumbers "7 . 
were diſturbed at the dead and ſilent bour 1 
by an unwonted noiſe, 1 quickly aroſe, 
and found that ſome perſon knocked for 0 3 
admittance, and required i it in accents of _ a 1 1 
ſupplication and diſtreſs. I opened my- * 
1 door in an evil moment 1 opened it and 


admitted the deſtroyer of my peace. 
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A was young, clad in rich: appa el 


He concluded with an, entreaty that 1 


© would ſuffer him to take refuge in my cot- 
tage for a few days, until the heat of the 
purſuit was paſt, and his followers cad 
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ſeek him out. . 
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evil in. the execution of an office of bene- 


volence ? I called my wife and Adelfrida; 
1 commanded them to provide for the 


ſtranger's repoſe. They obeyed with cheer- 


fulneſs and alacrity. While they were 
thus employed, I obſerved that Siward kept 


bis eyes continually fixed upon my child, 
- With an expreſſion of wonder and emotion. 


3 Yet I thought not of ill; for I knew that 
1 wy . was lovely, and to. gaze upon 
F ber 


. a noble a air. Ah bow ill did dun 8 
| blance accord with the baſeneſs of his 
bo beart! He informed me that he Had fled 
from the purſuit of the Danes, that he was 
5 of noble birth, and was known by the 
appellation of Siward of Weſtmoreland. 
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ber charms was natural for. Aa. perſon who. | 
HEE been unaccuſton ned to. chew: "as 


15 fs.” 1 85 my a? vp bis ay" 1 
in my cottage, and 1 1 0 Kann a \ VION: for | | 
my deſtruction. „ on rs 
1 paid bla: wr the offices of 15 " 
which were dueto his birth, and as I fondly 1 
thought, to his qualities: for he appeared 
mild, gentle and complacent, without pride, 
without any conſciouſneſs of ſuperiority. 
In ſhort 1 thought, and ſo alas! did bac 
Adelfrida think, that he was born to con- 
tribute to the happineſs: of all within his 
reach. Often while my child was bafied 
in domeſtic offices, would he ſpeak of her 
grace, her modeſty, and her induſtry, in 5 
terms of the higheſt praiſe. —And to me "4 
the theme, though boundlels]y, expatiated 
upon, could give no ſatiety, for it was 115 
ever delightful. | | 55 


At length ſome of his followeis diſoo> . _ 
vered his retreat, and repured; to join him. 
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en him er ihe Fe concern. Then } 10 
1 ir O did * firſt t remark. 4 change in the 1 
 Evuntenanee of my Adelfrida,- That coun. 
tenance which was wont to be lightened up = 
by the ſmiles of. innocence and peace, ex- 
5 preſſed nothing now but the heavieſt de- 
1 1 PAL, - Jeftion. _ 3 diſcovered, too late diſcovered, 
WEE: . the attraftions of the ſtrahger had made' / 
1H i 1 ſtrong impreſſion o on ber young and gujle- £77 
Bo leſs heart, and I ſecretly lamented my 
blind ſecurity. Vet willing if poſſible to 
N f avert the evils 1 4 now foreſaw, and whilſt 
5 Siward was Mill conferring. with his fol- 
5 lowers, I took Adelf rida aſide; gently cau- 
9 tioned her againſt the danger I apprehend- 
5 ed; J repreſented the weakneſs of indulging 
hopes which never could be realized 
FE OT for, added I, cloſing my admonitions 5 
1 FR with a tender embrace, the hopes of my 
Adelfrida muſt be conſonant to virtue. 
And theſe cannot be anſwered, ſince he, 
3 who | is illuſtrious by: his birt , riches and 
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ber at thef 
farewel; but 1 found that his int 
were not for departure. He pretended to 
have received intelligence that the ſeare 
of his enemies, far from having become re- 
miſs, was purſued with more eag 
ever. And 1, Fenn that one of 
noble parentage could wittingly aver a 
falthood, believed him wi | 
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"Behold him then lin an 
Dottage. My child became "Oe da 
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Alas! both, both were deſlined to 
Joſt! For ſtill, darling of my affections 
fill e cannot T think thou art ſatisfied vith 
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night came on: Siward too had wandered 
from the cottage, and my dame prepared 
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mean time, copied the looks . 
"ib victim. His dejection ſeemed even to 


8 her's, and her compaſſion was in- 8 


tereſted for bim ee with her love. 


Wby ſhould 1 „ on «he 3 of 


deri Once more did his followers come, 
and again were they diſmiſſed. Then did 
I begin to feel diſtruſt, nor could my coun- 
tenance conceal 951 e „ 
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i et the e an wü 


Wt. as nid probably urged him to the 
= quick execution of his deſign; a deſign, 
3 which I have reaſon to believe was long 


„and formed vith all the care of. 


2 Won time | after; my Adelfrida had 
n out to pen the fold, as the ſhades of 


for the ſupper of our gueſt, each moment 
eee to return ang aſſiſt her 
| labours, 
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eting him, we imagined ide Sh 
hs flock 1 have ſtrayed as had olren 5 
N nog that) Fa alon d 


The . e on; 5s cn ſtood _ 
pony on the board, and ſtill neither Ader , 
frida,: or our treacherous ppeared, 
Then indeed was my heart ſtricken ahi a 
new and dreadful apprebenſion. I iſſued 2 
out] wandered amidſt the darkneſs ofthe _ 
night. Not a ray of light guided me no - 
my courſe, yet. ſtill I wandered. I called 
on the name of Adelfrida. -1 called with 1 
tears, with anguiſh, with deſpair, even on 
him who had undone me. None anſwered, 
for none heard. All'y was woe folitude 4 
and horror. | 8 i= 
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1 Thus I paſſed As weary night, and when 8 

morning dawned 1 found myſelf far diſtant 
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what 1 experienced not myſelf. was impol- 
_ ble; but 


3 bead gives me Apel 


get me. Thou laſt 


— 3 Sr 


- 


- 
4x * 
* 


I determined to return, and 
tears and groans with her's. 


Bending under the weight of years and ef 
affliction, with feeble and unſteady ſteps 1 
bug | 
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t my elling; and at length reached 


it, but reached it without pleaſure and 


ut hope. Each day that paſſes over | 


n—thyſelf more PEW e lice 
bear infamy unmoved :—Fhou canſt not 
hink of my pangs, without feeli 
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| the extremity of woe. Juſt are thy 0 — 
plaints, juſt thy exclamations, and Juſt th y 
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It vas not matter of ſurprize that he” 


of theſe: barbarians, fince even 
moſt accompliſhed perſons of the age, he 
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rendered his exte 
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feſtivity. At. length a total inſenſibility | 
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thought of, to avert the indignation of my 
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tionor inquiry, though the lateneſs ve; | we 

hour, night baving juſt then ſet in, ſnould 

Taye zurn 10 leinnt cauſe f 101 he * } THEE 431 il 
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he left the camp at a con derable diſtance, 

g eee e route. RO arial, | 
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The morning wanted bar A Fae Wet 
appearing when he ſtopped, and concealing 
himſelf in a thicket which ſkifted the way 
where Waldemar miſt come, if he followed | 
his djreQio da ne e take | fre 
going nights, medizationon 3 imporiagh, pro- 
Jetts had prevented fleep irgm. » 


weighing. 
down his eyelids, Haraſſed nature, in 
OM ſpite. ; 


by 
— 


Fi» ; £ — 


8 I #% be. $7 dl 21 73 37 it's Has 78 ms Veg » 
i Of, avi WP jerceived thatthe rg. 
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tw n bad deg un 10 ftradiate the His, 


"full of v kation at his own Abe, 


* 4 


J aroſe te quilt" from his inc nh. 'poſtare. 
Scarcely had he done fo, when he heard 


the. ſound of feet approaching toward bim, 


and at the fame inſtant more voices than 


one 8 bis ear. e 
e BUR IAE 105 „e 26 5191 il, 
5 a „aid be mentally, 
« Waldemar has betrayed me ! Thetraitor 
ſhall meet his death, and the life of Alfred 
mall be dearly won!“ He drew forth his 


© concealed: weapon, placed himſelf againſt : 
a tree, and awaited his enemies undaunt- 


| F © Yalg! a youth - 
not, advance with timid and fearful ſteps. 
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perſn followed them, and bis douhus | 
vere at e DT bn poi 5 1 4165 * . 
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inder and bis companion perceive 
ing him, uttered an united ery of jay. 
pe Friend, ſaid the former, © 1 deſpaired 
ol finding thee, and almoſt fancied that chou 
| hadſt deceived me. But no time can now 
be waſted in vain congratulation. Let us 
fly. Apprehend nothing from this youth : : 
bee is of Saxon birth, and was a captive to 
my countrymen. He. can inform thee, 
vhen more at leiſure, of his rank and. name; 
but now let us fly, for deſtruttion and death | 


purſue us!” 


* 


Alfred, {EY he E that the 
frank of Waldemar outran the occaſion, 
| heſitated not to do. as be deſired. 1 


4 


He "ey on through unfrequented paths, 

and about mid-day. they, reached the hovel 

+ of, a ſhepherd, where RAVI: ſnatched, a 
haſty 2 
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Alhed: now ee hs new « 1 8 
with more attention than "before, - This 
youth had a figure modelled by. perfeQion | 
itſelf ; but a ligature, which ſeemed to bind 
ſome recent wound, was drawn acrefs his 


forehead, and concealed half his features, 


while what could be ſeen of his gounte· 55 | 


nance bad a ala: and. daſky, buds.” 


* Who art N yo "rk Alfred, Mw 
having ſurveyed him ſome time, and 


what has induced thee t to 1 ee 1 : | 


Gu | 


At this quallins; the whole b of the 


perſon to whom it was addreſſed ſhook 
with exceſſive agitation. ' He continued 
ſome time in this ſtate, but at length re- 

covering himſelf made a motion of his 
band to Waldemar, which the Dane un- 


Kn and N to _ diſtance." | 


* 


baſty the tb er ee their 


N * THE Mala 
[avian Thane,” laid the youth, ina low and 
confuſed voice, as ſoon as Waldemar was 

out of he; ring. 1 was taken captive by 

; the Panes.—1 ſaw thee in the camp—O- 
ropal Alfred—0 fave and knew thee welt 


45 


* * 


"1 The Kidy' waned. velit; : ice 
; Ja wean, 23-7 the voice, though indiſtinẽt 
and agitated, that ſeemed not unuſual to 
534 his ear. And to find that he was diſco- 
= vered ſtruck him with ent. . 


7 ; 1 


| How wank 3 me 2 he exclaim- 

| Jede Tan b unacquained f with the name of 
Ethelred, as with bis perſon. eee 
recollettion irikes me of thy accents. * 
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The W of Ethelred ap re- 

" Sin by theſe words. He pauſed a 

moment, but ſoon replied in a tone mm | 
but more unmuſical n anne th 

ny I was too young to ward the attention 

-of, Alfred when firſt 1 beheld him. But, 
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o king, l obſerved thee well; nor when 
thou didſt appear in the Daniſh camp could 
ay diſguiſe conceal thee from my know- 
ledge. I wiſhed, but knew not how to 
effect my flight before I faw thee, for 
much did I endure from the inſolence and 
cruelty of my imperious maſters. Walde- 
mar had given me his friendſhip.— At the 
moment he meditated his own eſcape he 
thought of me; freed my hands from the 
| ignominious fetters of bondage, and we 
both fled the hoſtile B ah the bars" 
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« Haſt thou told a interro- 3 
gated Alfred, « of the diſcovery ou 
didſt make : N 


„ „„ 
— 


* No, replied the vba te "chin ak * | 

5 is my friend, I would npt to his fidelity 

intruſt a ſecret of ſuch importance to the 

fate of England. 1 have now, O king, | | 
he continued, acquainted thee who I 

am, and what has given me to thy ſociety. +. 
X 8 Suffer 
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Suffer me. henceforward to be Glent. . 1 
will ſerve, I will attend thee, but my ſoul 
is unfitted for converſation, Never can I 
ceaſe. to think of the ignominious treat- 
ment 1 have received, nor ever can my 
ſpirit experience peace till I have waſhed: 
away my diſgraces in the blood of my bar- 
barous oppreſſors.— Till that moment of 
bleſt vengeance arrives I have ſworn never 
to reveal the nature of the wrong that I 
reſent, or to engage in the delights of 
facial converſe. Pardon me therefore, moſt | 
wiſe and virtuous prince, if from this time 
I anſwer not thy inquiries, or join in thy. 
. diſcourſe :—for ſuch forbearance ates * 1 
VO rag. 1 257 e e 
As Ethelred ſpoke, his voice became 
each moment harſher than before, -till at 
length it totally loſt that reſemblance which- 
had at firſt fo forcibly ſtricken Alfred, That 
Prince gave him an aſſurance that he would 
not ſeek to prevent the performance of 
bis vow ; and Ethelred, apparently well 
ſatisfied, 


kk JO 6F widths. 17 
(ak q d,. beckoned * K* 


them. | | 3 


aldemar | to | re oin 


They proceeded: on n their way in filence, 
but with Aue e only e 


e 


foreſts Wich ee the Iſle = N ag ; 
in much the ſame time that Alfred had 
taken during his journey to the Daniſh, 
camp,—They entered them, traverſed the. 
moraſſes, and the royal wanderer was ſoon 4 
gratified with a light of thoſe ramparts. 


which bis own. bands had alblted to _ 
conſtruct. | | | 


SS 
LES 


„Ethelbert el Fg 1 firſt 0 few: | 
to meet him with an expreſſion of the live- 
lieſt 3 Joy. When their mutual felicitations F 
were over, the ſon of Harold turned Ts 
ſurvey Waldemar and the Northumbrian. 


Of the latter he had no knowledge, but FER. 
vith'the\former he was well aequainted- 2 — 5 


Nob i 2413 to S106 15337 4 JL 162% HAM. 
The aſtoniſhment 11 Waldemar on ſee- 


ing him in this place was extreme," O 
55 ES - fora: . 
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6 THE SON. OF ETHELWOLF.. 
fon of Harold," he exclaimed, do 1558 


thee here E 


« Yes Waldemar,” med Ethelbert, 
te thou ſeeſt me here, ſecure from the power 
of Odin or rather from the malice of 


Oſcitel. Let this fact teach thee. to abhor 8 


and to contemn the ſuperſtitious errors in 


which thou haſt. been nurtured. For ſay, 


would Odin have ſuffered me to eſcape bis 


wrath if he was ſo highly incenſed by my 
parents fault as my enemies pretended, 


and, indeed, endowed with the attributes of 
divinity? No, Waldemar, he was a war- 


- rior, but he is not a god. Turn there- 
fore from the dark deluſions which have 


hitherto miſled thee; and take the clear 
goth of truth and W 2 id 


Waldemar noi: ase at 4 


Inga diſcourſe, which ſhocked his i imagina- 


tion without convincing his underſtanding. 
Yet was his zeal for the | of Odin leſs 


| powerful, than his conkern for perſonal 


* „„ ſafety. 
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ſafety. Not daring, therefore, to divulge 
his thoughts i in a place where his opponent 
poſſeſſed more power than himſelf, he re- FE: 
mained filent. and abaſhed. | 


| Alfred ebene tis! Adee and 
d to Ethelbert, with a ſmite of pity- 
ing benignity, * ceaſe my friend,” faid he, 
ce the proſelyte gained by terror, is little 5 
worthy of reception. And be aſſured, 
that from terror alone would the lips of 
Waldemar now aſſent, while his heart con- 
tradicted their teſtimony. Converſion from 
long received n is not a W rom? 


Vork. For rough kun w be beloved 
requires only to be ſeen, yet habitual and 
darling errors which the imagination has 
long cheriſhed, will cloud the underſtand- 
ing, blunt all its nobler faculties, and take 
from it that quick perception of truth, 
which produces inſtant conviction. Be it 

therefore, my dear Ethelbert, the; duty „ I 
thoſe, who would truly. convert, not to con- 
found, but enlighten; not to dazzle, but 


E 3 8 "Op con- 
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convince. And this will be beſt effected 
©, gentle perſuaſion, unfallaciousargum - 
and unco . * Were peſoxerance.” | 


«AF 


| Ethelbert felt the kind wo of 125 Mat 
friend, and bluſhed for having excited it. 
With: an. ingenuous-avowal of his fault, he 


promiſed that his zeal ſhould in future * 
Femoral: with allcrexione n 


. 


"a+ | 4 Toy 


This ans: avid the e | 
* of Alfred, , baniſhed the, terrors of 
Waldemar, v ho no longer feared to con- 
feſs his miſtaken. predileQion for the wor- | 


: n: 4 15 ys tathers. 
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The followers ac Oddune now 1 
und Alfred; and hailed his return, though 1 
ignorant of the en motive of bis 
abſence. 105 75 


CF 
TH 


Having n, geit Wick his ul af: 
Kilt) and condeſcenſion, he committed 
the Northumbrian and Waldemar to their 


wt: | 
Care 3 
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care; -defebhpich m to tre thele leis 175 
with every mark of attention and reſpet, 
Ea and then retired with Ethelbert, who pre- >< 
| ſented him, as ſoon as they were alone, f 
a letter from the Earl of Devon, which ii 
informed him, that from the ſuecours whiehe 
be had already gained, he doubted not, 
being able to lead a conſiderable force to ˖ 
the foreſt of Selwood, on the wad dif N 3 1 f 
pointed, „ „ 


This inte inente inlpited Alfred with > 
7 1 | the molt lively hope; 157 at the ſame time 
furniſhed him with a ſufficient reaſon for 
avoiding all particular converſation with 
Ethelbert, on a ſubject which that Vn 
was equally anxious and equally fearſul to. 
introduce; as the moments were now. 
doubly precious, and the .urgency of the 
time, which called for ſpeedy reſolve and. 
action, could not be trifled away in any 
thing that concerned not the welfare of. | 
EVE !... ͤ oe 


ä Allred 


v 4 * 7 
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Alfred therefore; left Ethelbert 1 
clearing his doubts, hoping that his averſe- 
neſs to ſpeak on the ſubject might give 
him an inſight of the truth, and conſe- 
Juently ſpare himſelf the diſagreeable ne- 
| 1 of declaring | it. 


. His conduRt had the effeft he PW 
Ethelbert perceived all the ſeverity of his 
* i 1 

«Tt is then pi,” he POR 70 and Alfred 
is beloved by Birtha! Harold=Gunilda— 
love was the ſource of your firſt misfor- 
tunes, but happineſs was its reſult. Though 
driven from ſociety, though condemned to 
ſolitude, yet were ye the whole univerſe _ 
to each other, for ye were bleſt in a mu- 

tual affection. Alas! my parents, I in- 

herit your ' misfortunes, but I inherit not 
your felicity.—Heart conſuming ſorrow 
and deſpair are the lot of the miſerable 
| Ethelbert. O Birtha! cruel and deceit- 
ful were * ſmiles! Why didft thou not 
n ” 
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repulſe me? Why. didſt thou not receive 
my ſuit with ſcorn and en ee for then ' - W 
the pride of my ſoul might have i = | 
e the power: of wy charms? 


While Ethelbert gave bimſelf up to the. 
indulgence of theſe diſtreſſing emotions, 
Alfred was buſied in advancing the noble 

pros he meditated to free his nee 


He ſummoned the followers of Oddune 
around him,-and addreſſing them in a voice 
animated by the occaſion,.— 
« Brave men,” ſaid he, © ye have well 
preſerved this laſt retreat of freedom by 
your undaunted valour; but the hour will 
ſoon arrive, when no longer truſting to the 
ſhade of night and obſcurity, ye ſhall meet 
your enemies in the face of day, and openly 
avenge the wrongs of 88 Alfred 
lives.“ | 


He was interrupted by a cry of wild 
aſtoniſhment and tranſport, . « Alfred 
i ES | ves!“ 


$2 THE S 
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lives l“ was reſounded from every mouthi; 
4 each graſped his companion by the band, 
=o and each again repeated Alfred lives 
19 ” while the intelligence gave them ſuch rap- 


ture, that they queſtioned not its credi- 1 
j Mt ty for a moment, 


> Alfred Was touched tags hy theſe 

marks of ſincere attachment. It was to 
F him an inſtant of the moſt exquiſite delight. 
/ -, He heard nothing on all fides, but the 
: | Jounds—* Alfred lives!“ and to bimſelf | 
5 be murmured, * the life of Alfred i is then 
4 dear to his ſubjects.” 


When the firſt tumultuous burſt of Joyful 
| ſurprize had ſubſided, they loudly en 
on in to Fane and tell them all. 


CAE Th 


1 My friends,” 1 replied, what 1 
have ſaid is true. —Alfred hves, and lives 
only to deliver England.“ — * 


b At this moment, his thoughts, his views 
and his wiſhes, are We ſolely to that 
eee, Wo objea,. 


* 
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object. Oddune is well acquainted with 


| bis exiſtence and his defigns. I alſo am in 


his confidence. I know that in a few days. 
he means to appear in the field, and nobly 


to conteſt with the E Danes,. his crown: andi 
the liberty of his oe eral] 


a % 
4 f 


10 was his diſcourſe interrupted.—- 
« Lead—lead us to affiſt our king, to fight: 


and die in his defence, was the univerſal} 4 


Alfred affected aul More e das 


before, could with pleaſure have ſtrained: 
each faithful follower to his paternal breait. . 


He could not doubt the ſincerity of their. 
words; and the conſciouſneſs of meriting., 
their affection filled him. with. hn pp | 


-ſenſations of delight. 


ite ſpeak, he turned from them. 
a moment, and perceived the young 10 
Northumbrian kneeling. on the earth, his 
hands litted to heaven, and his conte 


ES. _ + 


* 
1 
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nance bathed in tears: yet did they not 


ſeem the tears of eren, . wehing = 
ſenſibility. EE kD FE 


He chatced to glance bis eyes toward 
Alfred ; he obſerved that monarch regard- 
ing him ſtedfaſtly, and with an air of ap- 
parent conſuſion, aroſe and retired to ſome 
diſtance. 

Alfred i him with his ks, 

Some myſtery is about this youth,” ſaid 
he to himſelf. He advanced a few ſteps, 
meaning to inquire the cauſe of his abrupt 
avoidance; but recolleQing the promiſe 

he hag made, relinquiſhed his purpeſe, al- | 


molt a8 ſoon as he had formed it. 


He addreſſed his S again. « My 
friends,“ ſaid he, © ye have given proofs 
of your loyalty and courage, which Alfred 
' ſhall learn and acknowledge with gratitude 
and elteem. Trat ye are ready to brave 
death! in his cauſe, and in the cauſe of free· 

4 5 dom, 


5 L 
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dom, your paſt actions, as well as preſent 
declarations, evince. But a new proof 1s 
required of your faithful attachment.“ 


ce W name this proof * was the g 
unanimous cry, © we are ready to perform 


all that thou commandeſt. Fs 


Alfred 1 now Sogled ow cad them 


ſuch perſons as poſſeſſed the. moſt ſufficient 


abilities for the ſervice he meant to employ 


them in. While in the Daniſh camp he 


had learned that there were ſome Engliſh 


nobles, who, notwithſtanding their appa- 

rent ſubmiſſion to the authority of Guth- 
rum, had incurred his ſuſpicions. To 
theſe nobles he diſpatched the perſons he 


had choſen, with inſtruttions to invite them 
to join his arms on the appointed day in 
the foreſt of Selwood :—giving his emiſ- 
ſaries at the ſame time ſome ſecret tokens, 


which would aſſure the perſons to whom _ 


they were ſent of the truth of their com- 
miſſion. | 


-— - 
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His orders were immediately obeyed; 
Sil the abſence of theſe: meſſengers he 
had ſufficient matter to employ his thoughts. 

and actions, in. marſhalling his remaining. 
men, and adding to their fortitude by new 
and frequent exhortations. Often was he 5 
interrupted by inquiries, how Alfred had: 
been concealed from the prying enmity of. 
the Danes, and during the time of his con-- 
PORene ROE wean wäre his fate... | 


When Wh f learned that he had per- 
formed the offices of a domeſtic to 
one of the loweſt of his ſubjeQs, their 
curioſity gave place to NG grief and 
a c e e e 


© What,” cried the moſt ardent amonight L 
them, „Alfred the great, the godlike 
Alfred, he who has ſo often ſhed his blood 
in the defence of his people he to be re- 

« duced to ſuch neceſſity by the puſillanimity 
of that very people for whom he had 

| hazarded his exiſtence —0 ungrateful, and 
10k coward 


THE SON, or ET! LIELWOL: 


coward \England= —thou eee not/ the 
protedion * mY A ATMs 1 
The eder rthum tin wi 
ſtill as inexplicable as ever. No perſon 
was more aſſiduous in the ſervice of A 
fred; no perſon was more attentive to his 
commands; even his looks were commands 
to Ethelred. But at the leaſt attempt to 
develope his ſituation, or to engage him 
in diſcourſe, his affiduity, his ſcrupulous 
attention vaniſhed, and his features became 
+ 3 with an air of che deepeſt con- 


At aan times oben ado mA 
from the preſence of the King, and his 
companions, to an apartment, which at his 
own requeſt had been allotted to his uſe, 
on his arrival in the Iſle of Æthelingey; 
having alledged as a motive for that re- 
queſt, his deſire of indulging the melan- 

choly that poſſeſſed him undiſturbed * | 
intruſion, | | | 


Waldemar 
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By THE sON or ETHELWOLY. 
Waldemar mixed with the followers of 
Alfred at all times, but when the King 
diſcloſed to them his private deſigns, and 
- he would have even then been admitted, 
if the intereſts of Alfred were alone con- | 
cerned ; but that generous prince, though 
incapable of ſuſpicion in aught that related 
to himſelf, watched with a jealous attention 
cover all things which were conducive to 
the deliverance of his ſubje&s, and therę- 
fore would not truſt to the chance fidelity | 
of a Dane, a point of ſuch importance. 
| Perceiving that the feelings of Ethelbent 
4 became every moment more affliting and 
acute, he at length determined to conquer 
1] the reluctance which his delicacy had oc- 
! | caſioned, of introducing the ſubject of his- 
4 . 
1 love. He imparted therefore to the youth, 
1 in the ſofteſt and moſt ſoothing terms, all 
| he knew, and the intelligence met with 
is 


ſuch a reception as he expected. 


. Deſpair 


- — 
ere * * r 


— 
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Deſpair poſſeſſed the ſoul of Ethelb 


he ſpoke not; he uttered no complaint; | 
but throwing himſelf proſlrate on the 5 
earth, preſerved the ſilence of FINE : 


n 


Alfred, 3 A ompaſſion, 
raiſed him from this poſture, and n. 


his hand, exclaimed, „ dear rere muſt 


1 ee me dns ves me Fey 35 2 


e N o. 8 4 Ethelbe e thou ah 


ſerveſt haypineſs. But the fon of Harold 
has no further buſineſs in life. The deſ- 


tiny of bis parents purſues bim. He will a 
20 ſeek to. avoid, but meet- it,” bs 


The tene in 1 * Wes 2 the | 


expreſſion of his aſpe&, conſpired to diſ- 
cover the gloomy purpoſe he meditated. 


Alfred became ſenſible that no ordinary 


mode of ſoothing could now calm the tu- 
mults of bis foul. 


Aſſuming 
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g therefore that ignity of af- 
with Which he 
was wont to conquer the hearts of bis 


eee he ee — 


| "wink 


— 


« Andi is the ſon of Herold ee of 


io unworthy a reſolution? Can he deſcend: 
to ſuch abjectneſs of deſpair? Has he 


forgotten the duties of a fon, and af a 


Cuntsrian. n ee en e e 


Mlibgten you ecke r . eee 


think of the hapleſs Gunilda. Is not thy. . 
life the only good ſhe now poſſeſſes ? And 


oweſt thou not to her care, her love, and 
her misfortunes, to preſerve, not caſt” * 
from thee? Or if this be too weak to. 


move thee to. nobler thoughts, think, with 


uwe and terror think, that the Eternal and 


Supreme, ſees all thy actions. "That he 
has given thee exiſtence, but has not au- 
thorizel thee to lift thy daring band againſt 
it: And, that by thoſe laws which thou 
wenne to unto, wilt thou be judged; 


Con- 


his 1 wh an. eh np. thoutd N 
dare to > ruſh, i into the nene ha ONE. . 


Omnipotence, uncalled,” 


| | Echeber crembled; frame 

at otice polleMed bib. He felt at the fe 
of Alfred.” Ceaſe - O. ceaſe ** cried he, 
in a voice fakering and” agitated, "<< to 
ſhock my ſoul. I feel che terrors thun 
u ene Revere intruder, pardon, 


pity the e of 415 ter. 
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806 Tity thee, dear Echeiben,7 cried ne 3 


do 4 | Regard me n net 28 thy | 
rival, but as thy friend and brother: con- 


quer, if it be poſſible, thy firſt affektion, + 1/4 bl | 

Ys indeed my brother... I bave.a 
ſiſter; 1 have; already, deſcribed, her 10 
thee, as young, beautiful, and accompli 


* 2 * he 3; 


If ſucceſs attends my arms, thou ſhalt = oi) 
and ud Jo of her PTR If thou cant 8 
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ehen transfer thy love to Judithj>the TY 

of Alfred ſhall beſtow her on thee; pro- 
vided her heart refuſes : not to Jon itſelf Z 
vith thine,” 1 | PETS 


ob words, while. they excited dhe ; 
ſtrongeſt gratitude in the breaſt of Ethel- 

bert, were produttive of no other emotion, 
To love again —to love any woman. but 
Birtha, appeared an impoſſibility; but un: 
willing to hurt Alfred, by a prompt refuſal 
of bis offer, he ſuffered him to know only 
by his ſilence, that the idea of the propoſed | 
alliance inſpired him with no ſatisfaQtion. 


| Alfred ſaw too far into the human heart 
to urge him further, or to be offended at 
his ſilence. He contented bimſelf with 
having preſerved his young pupil from the 
dire effects of an unbridled deſpair, and 
left to time, the beſt alleviator of human 

afflictions, to eee the Are be | 
wiſhed for. ; Ny 


* 


o 
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l I L E "all + paſſed f in "hs 4 
iſland of Æthelingey, the emiſfaries 


of Alfred fulfilled the employment with 
which they had been intruſted. They te- 
turned in a few days with favourable intel- 
ligence ; and the time which was deſtined. 


to decide the fate of England, any of. 1 


©. 
* 


monarch, Wannen 3 2 


Þ: 1 i 
* E 
nw * 


0 The 1 ni 2ht that his : meſſengers're-' 


turned he led forth his faithful followers: 
from the Iſle of Nobles. Ethelbert, and 
the young Northumbrian, ſtood cloſe be- 


ſide him. The former reckleſs of life, 


looked, forward with a kind of gloomy joy, 
to the moment in which he might riſque 
it without a crime; and Ethelred, loſing 
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if 


all traces of his wonted melancholy, ſeemed | 
animated by the occalion to o caſe and plea- : 
ſure. FE: | | 


| en, paths and ſequeſtered re- 

ceſſes, prevented this valiant band from 

being diſcovered by hoſtile ms N 
7 their aaſpitions courſe. | | 


They atten; at tink late Og * 
their deſtination, and hailed the foreſt of 
Selwood with Joyful” cries. Theſe . 
were anſwered by the warriors who had 
concealed themſelves vithin i its ſhades.” , 


3 


Alfred, drawing his mantle over | his 55 
head, in ſuch a manner as to conceal his 
5 countenance, advanced to ſurvey his new 
aſſociates. The chiefs were well known to 5 
him. He recognized Cuthred, and Ke- 
nulph, the two valiant brothers of Me 


* 


a ria: . 
Offa, Audun, Sebert, Oſwald, Adelard, 13 
and e Thanes of Weſſex? with e- 

5 eee 


/ 


23 8 N 


Alfred, as chief of the wok mk 


party,. claimed their notice; the) 
that he and his aſſociates were the 


of. Ethelingey, and While that knbw= q 


ledge attracted their reſpełt, it increaſed. 
their impatience for the appearance of the 


king, having been inſtructed by the emiſ- 
ſaries of Alfred, that the chief of Athkelin- 


gey was acquainted with all his move- 


ments, and that this day was to- Rs, 


him to their Worms oat 5 
Bat Alfred meant not to aint binaſelf, 
till the whole army was aſſembled, ar 


therefore inſtructed his followers to inform fi 


them, that the e 0 Oddune Ros: 
OR thei! "7 on,” RE WIN 2 


n a a x 1 £ 
Y. * "4 > 4 5 + «4 . fa 4& & © © - 7 C 


The 3 Foes of ben :darlons; 15 


and the neighing of warlike ſteeds, ſoon 
announced the Earl of Devon's approach. 


The 


babe who. wich thei 1. 
| 2 . 


khew, | 


- * 
; * 
1 1 14 


* 
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The ſuſpended hopes of theſe who awaited 
his arrival, now burſt forth in murmurs, 
| exclamatlons, and tumultuous i ee 1 


The Earl of 8 wk before re- 
ceived the counſel of his royal maſter, de- 
_ Gred:ithe chiefs to aſſemble in an open 
| ſpace, and the inferior ſoldiers, to range 
J themſelves around their commanders; 
mean time he met his royal friend, and re- 
ceived his ee Fe | 

The moment of diſcovery was now „come 
Alfred, Oddune, Ethelbert, and the 
young Northumbrian, (who never deſerted 

the fide of Alfred,) advanced in a mid 
_ between the Sod chick, 8 


A deathlike flence Pede che onda ; 
tude. They ſaw none but thoſe whom 
they had already ſeen, and Goune nd to. 


_patlnly Wen... 


Alfred | 


RE SON OF BTHELWOLF. * 1 
Alfred Won ended their ſuſpenſe ; 66 


Y 
* wa 


X 
0 
bs 


' threw aſide the mantle, lifted the viſor of 


his helmet, and exclaimed i in a loud voice, 


« Behold him, whom you have e 152 


| The chiefs exed * with eons, 5 


and j Joy. They recognized their long loſt, 
their beloved, their heroic ſovereign. 


\ 


<«.It is he, himſelf It is Alfred ! out 


= king, our avenger * * exclaimed they with 


one voice. Inſtantly were the ſounds re- 


echoed through the ranks. An univerſal 


burſt of wild delight aſcended to the hea- 
vens. Fearleſs, unaw'd by command or 
reſtraint, they puſhed each other, they 
thronged forward, eager to ſatiate their 
eyes with the ſight of their beloved ſove- 
reign; thoſe who could reach him, fell at 
his feet, preſſed his knees, kiſſed his gar- 
ments, while tears of exquiſite delight, 
bathed their war-worn cheeks; and ever. 
and anon, the exclamations of Alfred 
lives! we ſee him! we hear him! he lives, 
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The ine; of that” moment u ſurpalſea 
even thoſe he had experienced in the iſle 
of Ætbelingey and could man be ſaid to 
taſte perfect bs om Alfred chen en- 
joyed it. 3 th} tad e 


e ves, my faithful friends! m be &cclaited 

while his gliſtening « eyes bore teſtimony to 
his emotions. © Yes, to avenge . your 
wrongs, to give you ſecurity and peace, 
does Alfred live! And, O thou sb eREME 
and ; ALL-POWERFUL, when his mind ceaſes 
to be directed by ſuch views, do thou end, 
in that ſhameful moment, his exiſtence.” 


— 


ce „Sacred be the Sultenee of Alfred,” 
cried a veteran, who was at that inftant 


preſſing his knees, for never can it be 


degraded by unworthy views! Sacred may 
it be and highly favoured, till covered 
wich years and honours, Gabe thall tranſ. 
late 


— 


late bim to: ry = being, 


"= Eb God of'y peace and lee | 


this wiſh; and accompliſh it, ' exclaimed _ : 

the chiefs and ſoldiers who were within 
y friends u, 
panting and 
breathleſs, with exceſſive emotion, ““ Ceaſe, 5 
| mpg ae cannot +: Tuppart the — ww | 


hearing. Ceaſe, oh ceaſe, my 
children!” - cried Alfred, 
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They drew off at a reſpeAfut! Aimed! 
but their eyes never deſerted him. They 
gazed as if ſome wondrous portent ſtood 
before them, yet did no portentous terrurs 
aſſail them, for affettion, joy, and grati- 
tude, filled their thoughts, and animated £2 
theirs n and a e eee 


ce Hei is not tallsredl 10 bla 1160 chiefs'ts . 55 
each other; © the ſame benignity i is in his 


countenance, the ſame grace in his deport- : 
ment. Youth in him, is more worthy e 


KF 2 


THE SON or rule 80 


vote fired t to the 7 


V: N bs 

— 0 5 

. 5 5 1 8 $f © 8 * Ps I 6 *. * - 4 1 7 t 8 
2 K  -3 4 > 3 
8 3 


; * 
L . ; : +4 
- a 77 * ? 4 
N 1 N ; wt of Nan * 1 
" - - 2 * | 
* 6 2 71 8 * * CG k f 
7 4 * 9 0 * A 1 
8 2 
* : 54 
r . £ * * ) 4 .* o 
1 * . » 
- . . 5 — FOOT 5 8 2 
* 2 5 — — — — — nn — W ed * — 2 n er * Das 0 Fe” 
„„ * —ůů——— — Ons; — hs, — FED . . — * 8333 — — — — 1 D 1 
- * 
* 7 2 * 10 D „ a — 
- —_ — — — — — act. * 4 
: G A — —— —— —— a. f _ \ 
| . ; F — — — 4 , 
* * 8 ' 4 — n . 2 + we © 
AY f * N 8 2 I = v7. n 2 + 2. - bs —%_ A . 2 - * 
2 2 IE * * 2 . — n * 8 2 2 N * * 
ar . — * A 0 a 
_ FY 44 


oy 
a 2 4 * «44 1 
, - — e — 92 * 8 BY . 
e - _ 4 - * F oa. Af 
e i - „ 8 — — of ow 
_ * Fe” 8 x eo fr Ive * — dn 
z* 0 5 . 

1 — 8 


© . Wc — r TIL ION. oe 
OI, ted e 
* by - = 2 * 
9 RS ; « "= 
a PF 


„ - 


— 
„ 
— — — 3 


N. e — 


. 
&- 
| 


Fd 


people I” * 


& 2 


100 THE -SON. or ETHELWOLF, 


veneration, than age in others. See how 
his heart melts with affeQion !| how ſoft, 


how tender, that aſpect to his ſubjeQs, 
which was wont to ſtrike terror into the 


. p 0 * 


foes of his country. But is he not Alfred? 
The ſon, the brother, and the ſucceſſor, 


of our kings! The firſt of heroes, the de- 


light of mankind, and the bleſſing of his 


if - 


15 


Alfred now adwords to give e thoſe who 
had not been able to approach his perſon, 
the gratification of beholding him. No 


ſooner was his intention known, than the 


tumult ſubſided, and order again took 


: place. 5 85 * : * 


: He paſſed through the ranks, ſaluting 
thoſe he had formerly known by name, and 
giving to the reſt the endearing and ho- 
nourable title of friends and brethren. His 
affable and affectionate deportment won 


every heart, and inſpired all with a more 


eager deſire of ſignalizing themlclves in 
bis 
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his ſervice, Not one coward, or deſpond- 

ing ſpirit was to be found in the army of 
Alfred; even the newly entered ſoldiers, 
vied with the bardy veterans, in impatience 
for the glorious opportunity of fighting 
under the eye of their king, in his defence, 
and for the liberties of England. They 
ſaw that his own intereſt was nothing to 
him, in compariſon with theirs, and the 
conviction of this inſpiring the moſt lively 


gratitude, raiſed them to the utmoſt e e 
of valorous exertion. 5 e 


4 — 


Affected by the ſcenes which palſed * 
fore them, Oddune and Ethelbert, acted 
too as if they had not been ſooner ac- 
quainted with the important diſcloſure: 
but the emotions of the young Northum- 
brian ſurpaſſed theirs, and all others, and 
ſo viſible, and fo violent were they, that 
they could not have avoided attrafling- 
obſervation, had not all eyes been en- 


| paged | in watching the countenance of Al- f 
fred. 


„„ 2 That 


» 
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| il; N ff 


The prince now fought Odduve; 55 


| | hale him name the chieſs who had joined 5 
his arms. The Earl of Devon ſummoned 


them around him, and: lame i them to 
che King. * 


/ 


| Ofric Melt Kei Miri Al. 


fere, and Edwy, nobles of note, and in 
times of proſperiiy of power, were perſo- 


nally known to him; but the, laſt who ad- 


vanced he had not the fame 1 of. 
His d was as quickly gratified. FOE 


ce This, ” faid the Earl of Doves ® is 


te brave Siward of Weſtmoreland, who 


though but yet arrived at the firſt dawn of 


| manhood, has already fignalized himſelf 
oven the en invaders.” 73.0 


Alfred arted ; ale end was familian 
to him. He muſed a moment, and the cot- 
tage of Adelfrid ruſhed upon his memory, 

He aps 450 him again, you ſaw him poſ- 
ſeſſed 
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ſeſſed of-all theirs. 87a e, and activity of 


hi XD * 5 * N So * 
"F 5 
a * 


e 
a MI 
* 


5 « Alas,” Gabed Alfred to himſelf, oF « that 1 
ſo fair a form, ſhould cover ſo depraved a 
ſpirit. His ſoul: revolted at the thought 
of ſuch an aſſociate, in the cauſe of liberty . 
and honour, Inſtead of greeting Siward i 
as he had done the others, he looked coldly 1 
at him for a few moments, then motioning 
him with his hand to follow, paſſed between 1 
the ranks; and going to a ſpot where be 
could not be liar waited ill the I = 

young n came 17 16 3 

7 ow: * ale _ we an alan nts 
__ neſs of aſpect, canſt thou preſume; to en- 
ter the lifts of honour, while thy ſoul is 
contaminated” with the foul- ſtain of tree , WW} 
chery ?” Siward regarded himwith aftoniſh-. © 
ment, Bags ov. that he merited re- 1 
pre n, AN ebe was _— 
— ee df let. 
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He anſwered not, and the king 20 . . 


nued in a tone of yet greater ſeverity, _ 
cc Hoſpitably waſt thou treated in the ae 


tage of Adelfrid, but how didſt thou re- 


quite thy entertainer? By depriving him of 


the only treaſure with en heaven had 3 
bleſt him.“ | W Eds 1 5 Re err ef 388) 1 


The young noble, penetrated with ſhame 


and remorſe, fell at his feet. Thou . 


knoweſt all, royal Alfred, he cried, © and. 
conſcious of deſerving: thy anger, 1 bow 
my head to thy reproofs. But, O dread 


ſovereign, pardon the errors of a youthful 71 


heart, — loved Adelfrida.” 


6 And couldlt chew not beben thy level? 


rags Alfred, © but by dikancaring.> 
her, and overwhelming a virtuous Pe) 


* 
— 1 
1 


with affliction? ? {ets 


55 


c My pride,” 2 ied Si ward, would not 
ſuffer the thought of ſo ignoble an alliance” 
« Miſtaken young man,” exclaimed Al. 

91 „ wed; 


"Y 
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wad 0: where was thy pride, when thou 
didſt condeſcend to praQtice treachery | 7.0 
deceive a weak old man, who confided | in 
thy honour, and to whom the ſtrongeſt ties 


of gratitude ſhould have bound © thee? 
When thou didſt berkave him of the only 


remaining comfort of his age? When thou 


didſt abuſe the unſuſpeRing ſimplicity, of 
virgin innocence, and baſely eouldſt con- 


ſign to ſhame, remorſe, and infamy, her who 
loved, and trulted in thee * 


0 king,” oo the young 1 1 
words, are as daggers to my heart. 1 ſee, 
I feel the horrors of my offence. ' Yet 
have I the conſolation of not being guilty 
In all thou layeſt to my charge. The purity 
of Adelfrida is ſtill . as | nh of 


angels. 


e What fayſt ho ?” cried the king wi 


views * can thy words be true? 


„ * They 


„ 


x Þ 


oe would anſwer Heaven i net do 1 beer 5 
thee.” | 


a Thin,” lope Alfred, ina. tone of = 
fatisfaftion, «thou canſt yet make repara- 
| tion for the wrongs thou haft committed. 
Send back the maiden to her aged fire : 
thou wilt fill his heart with joy and grat?- 
tude, and feel in thy own a content, W 5 
1s s unknown to vice, however ſucceſsh 
* Siward appeared thunderſtruck at this : 
demand. He folded his arms, and hung Wk 
his bead upon his breaſt, with all the tokens Th 
of exkceſſive anguiſh. The king again re- 
| pelied it, and he acted | in the wilds 
nels of an 


No,“ exclaimed he vehemently, ©<no,. 
T will ſooner die, than relinquiſh Adel- 
frida! Her whom I love with ſuch. exceſs | 
pi of paſſion, to have her torn from me! No, | 

| my 


- 
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aber to retain n. Fitz 


Co Go then,” ied Alfred, while his af: 


Rect ſhone with. ſevere, dignity—* go lead 


thy followers, from hence. The cauſe of 
Alfred ſhall not be joined with tine. 
Go l—to the Danes bear thy aſſiſtance. 


Amongſt. the ſons of rapacity and violence,, 


thy crime may not appear of ſo black a 
dye. Perhaps they will ſecure thee the. - 


poſſeſſion of Adelfrida: a poſſeſſion which: 
thou valueſt above honour, gratitude, Vir= 
tue, and thy Sent. | 


* 5 = 
# 
& 


Theſe words ptedats te an ihſtantansbtiä 
change 1 in the ſentiments of Siward. Na- 
turally generous, and noble minded, tho” 
biaſſed from his wonted courſe by the vio- 
lence of his paſſions, he could not without 
horror and confuſion hear a diſcourſe "A 
humiliating. 


Alfred bad ed a few 12907 be fol 
Jowed, caught his garment, and knelt be- 
355 6 | 1 


fl Mae even nk 


y k 
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fore him. Alfred would have forced 
ſelf away, with an air of marked age. 


ſembled warriors will he give it thee, —Ga 


LWOLF, 


ſure and diſdain, | | 


« Quit me not, offended fovereign,”— 


. cried the young noble, till thou haſt wit⸗ 


neſſed my true repentance. I vill ſend 


back Adelfrida—I will relinquiſh the firſt, 


and deareſt hope of my ſoul, to render 


myſelf N of fighting for 2755 and for 
my country,” | 


All the ſternneſs of Alfred's deportment | 
vaniſhed. He bade him riſe, and graci- N 


. taking: his band, 


„ 


” Thou,” cried he, haſt gained a vic- 


tory, more arduous than that I hope for, 


Thou haſt conquered thyſelf. Fierce was 


the conteſt, but quickly terminated. Noble 


young man, inſtead of exciting the diſplea- 
ſure of thy king, thou now meriteſt his 
praiſe ; and even in the preſence of the aſ- 


on 


. 
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on in the, courſe thou haſt, begun, teach 8 
others to emulate thy exam ln. that Alfred pi 
may boaſt not only the Ws but the vir- | 
: tue ab his rang on i 


Abs encomium 0 e fan I fo. > 
highly reſpeed, animated Siward to firug-. 5 
gle with the pangs of diſappointment, 
which even at the moment of his compli- 
ance gave him the ſevereſt torture. 


He kiſſed the hand of the monareh, 
which was extended far that purpoſe, andi 
riſing exclaimed, * To merit the eſteem of 
my ſovereign, ſhall be my future ſtudy, and 
I will haſten to inſure it, * inſtant obedi- 
ence to his will.“ „ 


A ſmile of gracious os adorned. 
the countenance of Alfred, and leading 
him to where the chiefs were aſſembled, he 
e them in theſe words. 


- - p 
To... 
w—- ic . * 


3 


him, and fear not to be too laviſh a ben 


| whoſe own character was the model of what 


conferred a new one, in pas me wih 
Siward ; for in this noble minded youth I 


have diſcovered prineiples, which add new. 
loftre to his birth and valour. n rs bim 


* 


efore my gallant 


ceme f fince his een wth ten be: * 


* o I 3 F 3 2 ud F AE 14 5 ay 8 83 ; ! 
1 Irtue,” » N 9 it £ a : JF e 24S 
We — 


is fervent approbadion; trom a perſon 


he praifed, was ſo exalted a diſtintion, 
that it repaid to Siward in that moment the 


loſs of Adelfrida. With an aſpedt of ſatiſ- 


faktion and delight, he made a low obei- 


— 


ſance to his royal maſter, and quickly with- 


drawing, called forth two. of his moſt 


choſen followers, whom he commanded to 


Adelfrida to the dwelling of her grand- 


ſire, from the retreat in which he had 


5 Placed her, 


- Alfred 


quit the army on the inſtant, and bear 


1 i LWOLY.. rit 
3 1 his L forces, and 


marfpalled them in proper array > the 


principal command next himſelf, he eon. 
ferred on Oddune, ua o the ren 
of his chiefs he affigned ſuch po 


conſummate prudence, and knowledge of 


the e 5 are r : rf | 0 


2 = young Nor th urbrian, and 1 
his ed yp N greg in hw 


Alfred, Alike grateful to both, terminate 


the conteſt by placing ne belide n | 


The army was now in order fur KR. 


ing, and the ſoldiers. panted with impa- 
| tience to ſeek the enemy. Alfred woul 
not ſuffer their ardour to evaporate. He 
mounted a warlike charger, who ſeeming - 
conſcious of his royal burden, — 
pawed the earth, champed his curb, and 


toffed his flowing mane. with an air of de- 


fiance, as. if he partook the ſpirit of his 
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To the eyes of his admiring troops, Al- 


od appeared at that moment to be in- 
formed with divinity itſelf. An happy con- 


fidence of ſucceſs animated his features to : 


an expreſſion ſomething more than mortal. 


That countenance which was wont to be 
the ſeat of mildneſs and benignity, now 


appeared daring, reſolute, undaunted, full 


of noble fire. The plumes of his ſhining 
helmet nodded deſtruttion, and his wav- 
ing falchion ra death, and ven- 


geance. 5 | 


He extended his hand, he raiſed. his 
voice aloud, © My friends,” he cried, © I 
wo you not to evince your attachment, | 

prove your valour: for I know ye 

demonſtrate both. Ye love your 
WT ye are indignant of your country's 
wrongs : ye are eager for liberty and ven- 
geance, The owmNnieoTENT has now given 
us the opportunity of acquiring them. 
Come on, follow me; for victory, for free. 


dom, for never ending ane:  . i ; 
8. 


*. 


He nn back lou. — 

ery, ©. Lead on, friend! ſovereign! . 
ther 1 to death, even to re will we 
follow thee " "87 | 


— 


Alfred 4 intandy 6001 Beplaced 
himſelf at the head of the infantry; and 


marched forward with vigorous ſteps. 


Theſe menſtill more than ever inſpirited by 
bis gallant example, felt themſelves endued 


with unuſual ſtrength and attivity. The 


horſes of the cavalry neighed ſhrill and 


cheerful. Heaven itſelf appeared to ſmile | 


on their enterprize. An univerſal calm 
pervaded the face of nature; the ſun ſhone. 
with unuſual ſplendour, and the heat of 


its beams were tempered by the ſoft breath-- 
ing of the vernal breeze. In a few mi- 


nutes the loud clamours of exultation gave 


place to the ſtillneſs. of-filence : no ſound” 


was heard, but the rapid ſteps of men, and 
the clattering of horſes hoofs. Vet this 


TIO was not cauſed by LEE py 
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view: it was the goal of their deſires. 
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At . the - Daniſh camp e in 


0 ſhouts burſt from their * 
ones n altuous een. rent Ga air. 


IT - 


The Wee were . Nr ben 


to their ramparts, and perceived through 


voluminous clouds of duſt, which aſcended 
to the ſkies, the glittering of ſpears and 
helmets. Conſternation filled their hearts. 
Part eried aloud to arms, and part to ſpeedy 
flight, while each, governed by wild con- 
bien Joel, . ee of. ; 


Ad gd en. = 
Ws 6 of; this, alarm was 
borne to Guthrum. The haughty chief | 
appeared; he ſtermly reprehendedithe, wild, = 


diſoxder of his men, and commanded.thear 
to form ſpeedily in array of battle ;, in the 
EBay os mean 


run so or RE 


. n time diſpatching ſcouts to Jenna, the 
Gtuation of his enemies, and the name. of 


Ham leader. VʒF . NN 


"Theſe 8 returned. impreſſed. nn 
new. conſternation. Alfred leads the 
Engliſh!“ they cried; © Alfred, whom we 
thought no more !— His name reſounds 
through the foe.—We ſaw his well known 
OE ee and Ms were its 
Wa 


en of ü che D wee u more preſſing 
the danger, the leſs they ſtudied to avert it. 
But different were the effects on Guthrum; 


his e * Oy * on et pr, 


ce Abjedt nd 56 e ec hes ng 
fear the name of Alfred? While Guth- 
rum, he who has ſo often led you to victory, 
is ſtill at your head? Go, mean foul'd 


wretches, go crouch at the feet of thoſe 125 


who once trembled at your ſight.— Go, 


ſubmit 


BLWOLF: | | 17g : 


"xy. 
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ſubmit to Alfred. Become the ſlaves of 
him whom ye have driven from his throne; 
whom ye have forced to become a fugitive 
in his own dominions. Forget your former 
deeds, and ſalute your maſters with abje& 
ſupplications. For me —1 will die as 1 


have lived a ſcourge to my nn. an 
hero, and a prince!“ 


This ſevere exhortation revived a tem- 
porary ſpirit, mixed with indignation, in 
the Danes. — They flew to arms, formed 
themſelves into a firm battalion, and iſſued 
from the camp, led by the brave and 
ferocious Guthrum, and his brothers. 5 


Alfred had already attacked the camp, in 
del places, which from former obſerva- 
tion, he knew to be moſt defenceleſs. The 
fally of the Danes brought on a rude and 
fierce encounter; Alfred moved off his 
forces into a more open ſpace, and a ſet 
| battle Ae with the utmoſt fury. 


Ruthleſs 


FE 
. 
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Ruthleſs deſtruction was let looſe— mild 
eyed pity fled. Here were heard the in- 
ſulting taunts of the victor, there the groans 
of the dying. Loud and horrid was the 
din. Spears and ſhields claſhed with dire 
encounter, and blood following every 
| blow, dyed the earth with crimſon, | 


Piercing through the throng of raging 
warriors, the furious Oſcitel having eſpied 
E darted towards him. 


ec Baſe . he „ ce dareſt 
thou meet thy inſulted countrymen? Re- 
ceive the reward of thy perfidy from my 
hand, and bend to the god who n 
e 


| In 1 thus, he ruſhed upon him, 

aiming his ſpear at a vital part. Ethelbert 

nimbly avoided the ſtroke, and lifting his 
well tried falchion, it deſcended on the. 
| ſhoulder- of Oſcitel, pierced through his 


OS Tas so OP 8D: 


„ JENS 4 5 PN "WP 
rm ; and inflited 4 3 
mortal wound. 125 


+ 4 I 
1 


The raging - chief, | aol; with mY e | 


again fle upon him with redoubled fury. 
His ſpear glanced along the fide of Ethel- 
bert, which it flightly grazed. 'That youth 
again waved his ſword, and the ſharp point, 


pregnant with death, entered the boſom of 
Oſcitel. Fatal was the wound; 3 gloomy 
miſts ſwam before his cloſing eyes. He 


fell, and his Nene, io for ever FRG: 


whe 


"Aron ſeeing the fate of bis e 
flew forward to avenge him. Some of the 
Dani chiefs beheld it alſo, and farround- 


ing Ethelbert, he appeared threatened with 


inevitable death. The brave Siward, and 


the noble Edwy, baſtened to his ſuccour; . 


and the fortune of the encounter changed. 4 


Amund fell beneath the fword of the chief 


of Weſtmoreland. Gorgo, an illuſtrious 
Dane, felt the ſteel of Edwy. Ethelbert 
x) 48 was 


2 8 r MEI 2 N — > — 


vi our. : _ | 
$7 > 184655 * " 7 1 i r 
Aebüne Gutbrum et 
Alfred wud the 
eſpied the nodding plume of that monarch, 


and advancing towards him with  hanghny 


ſtrides, „I come,” he cried 
for life dtid empire 1 


proach. '— am Guthrum Ahe who has 


chaced thee from thy throne?” He raiſed _ 


his ſword ; he pointed it at-the monarch's 
| heart, The young Northumbrian, . who 
fought- cloſe by Alfred's fie 
tated blow, tittered a loud ery; and thro 
ing himſelf before the fer he recei 
omg on his ſhield, 15 


5 CY Boy“ e be haut 


mield of Ethelred with one hand, while 


with 


field: At lege be 


- Fa at my ap= 


as c x * & 4 $ . 
1 , » 


10 edel AE 
« thinkeſt thou to oppofe the forte f 
Guthrum ?” In ſpeaking thus, he ſeized the = 


e „La the wedi- 5 A 
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with the other be aimed his . ad * 
breaſt of the defenceleſs youth. 
Alfred "OW ſpied the danger of ag 
Northumbrian. His eyes gleamed with the 
fire of indignation ; he ftarted forward, and 
| ſtriking Guthrum on the head with his 
veighty falchion, forced him to forego his 
intended victim, and cope with equal force. 
The proud chief, though not, wounded, was 
ſtaggered by the blow; he retreated. a few 
ſteps, confuſed, and for a moment dif= 


mayed. 


Thus the foo tiger, provling in the 
ſandy wilds of Afric, ſees at ſome diſtance 
a camel grazing on its thiſtly meal. He 
exults at the ſight ; already has he in ima- 
gination deyoured his prey. He bounds. 
forward, the timid animal is griped by his 
ſavage talons. At that moment the lordly 
lion appears. At once majeſtic and in- 


dignant, he ruſhes on the ferocious beaſt; 


the. 


ung so o ETHELWOLF; - 


the wide dbtetr- rvceckinns with hls: a ble | 
wy _— eys- balls W eee een 
| ier: 0 a6" pb: e 


10 


„ VE. 


eee | 
era Alfred. Lo 
doubtful. The combatants appeared" el 
dued with more than mortal force. Thoſe 85 
who were fighting near; fürgot theit Dun: 
employment. Impreſfed with admiratiom, 
and labouring with ſuſpenſe, they oped, - 
as if by-ane cone m, and turned any pains, - 
of ai: eee iI“ % 
a Halpern, 129 $7 917 1 2 91h bansb 

The enormous ſtature os! Guthrum the, 
wn bees: powers of his ſtrength, whilt 
they inſpired the Danes with the moſt 
lively hopes, filled the Enoliſh with fear. 
But/the-ſuperiar- prudencecof Alfred, his 
activity, and generous valour; (alike un- 
tainted with-rage or cruelty) ſon end 
the hopes nenen rs were u 
| necellary.. .. Ls en it $163 "407750 101 
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of Alfred, was on p wi pointe; being en: 
hauſted, when the Daniſh chiefs, trembling 
for his life, broke in, ſurrounded: him and 
bore bim from a We ut this en 
e cet CF: EY” 5 i 3 ba 


/ 
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\ The Eogliſk; ak afreſh by ls 
pu token ef ſucceſs,” exerted themſelves | 
with redoubled valour. The bright ex- 
nie of their godlike chief urged chety 

Like the quick bolt of heaven, he 
2 through the ranks; arouſed, ex- 
horted, impelled them on their enemies, 
while his deſtroying ſword marked- the. 
Ga mu were 40: follow. TR ES 


* 


1As a flock of gintorous «fowl, vtenibling, f 
ſeek to avoid the deſtructive talons of a 
bird of prey which hovers o'er them, ſo 
did the Danes with equal dread and hor- 
ror, behold the impetuous approach of 

1 


. 
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Alfred, and wht equal polillanimiry 2 „ : 
ny fly before che Ie OY IH Phila ä 


Fritigern, a e ( chiel, 0 of Nie 
the degeneracy „ which E spuntrymen I 

played, and finding his efforts vain to tog 
their flight, turned, and faced we monarc h. 
Hapleſs warrior, and vainly virtuous! In 
the moment thou didſt meditate a "mortal 
blow, thy own fate was decided; that arm. 
felled thee to the earth, which thou hadſt 

| braved. Never ſhalt thou reviſit thy na- 
tive ſhore.: never more. embrace thy ex- 
 peting conſort. Where now: is thy pro- 
miſe to deck her in the ſpoils of Engliſh 
dames? Fond man, thy dreams of victory 
are paſt, and all of England which thou _ 

ſhalt inherit, is the pate which. gain vital 

| gore diftains! e 


— 


Rollo, iat to the” lifeleſs chief: he! | 
held his fate, and flew to revenge it. Raſh | 
youth, could his force avail, where that of 
Fritigern failed? The ſhades of n 


q 
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night. enveloped. bim; he fel on mod of 1 
of his kinſman. Friendly pair, as in le - 
ſo in ene were La united, | 


* * 


ws Maw | did 4 unditinguiſhed carnage thin 
hes field. Slippery were the footſteps of 
the warriors. Difficult did they tread oer 
m_ of Fn, * 18 of ſlimy ws" 
[The chic * of As 3 the . 
progreſs of deſolation, and the diſpirited 
Danes imagined they ſaw griſly Death fit . 
frowning on his helmet. Panic terrors poſ- 
ſeſſed them; like a fearful herd of deer, 
who hear the hunters cry, they fled before 
the hero, meaning to take refuge in their 
camp; but Oddune had already poſſeſſed 
himſelf of it, and blocked up all the * 
avenues. 1 End 


The PRINTS ſoul of Guthrum was at 
2 length obliged to bend: impreſſed by the 
conſternation which he beheld around him, 
he received: a tinQure of the fear which 
9 ſwayed 
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frayed his followers. Seeing no alterna- | 
tive but ſpeedy flight to avoid the power 
of the viftor, he urged his remaining 
ſoldiers on, till they reached a fortified 
place which was Sr Ip their ow] 
COUNTY; „ e . 


Mean time, the Evgliſh x ran pes. td. 
plunder the Daniſh camp. Alfred per- 
ceived their purpoſe, He raiſed his voice, 
and ſummoning the chiefs around him, 
iſſued inſtant commands for the eſtabliſi- 
ment of order. Such was the power he 
maintained over the hearts of his ſubjects, 
that even in the height of that licentious 
ſpirit that waits on ruthleſs war, they obey» 
ed, flew to their reſpeQive ranks, and 
waited in fixed ſilence his further pleaſure. 


Alfred Rod on an elevated ſpot of 


ground, for the popoſe of being beter F- 
ſeen and heard. ; . 


a -» 
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« My friends, 5 1 arch, « fight we os | 
freedom, or. for ſpoil 3 80 „ 
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The k fairs, Abalhed by the queſtion 
Fad [hang their heads, and continued lilent. . 6 


Their; pling Grande haflened: to wy 
aufe them. Miſtake me not, brave 
men, be reſumed, „I mean not to re- 

proach you. Ill, indeed, would reproach 
beſeem the lips of Alfred on this glorious 
day; ; whoſe remembrance Fame ſhall tranſ- 
mit to future ages, and teach Engliſhmen 
yet unborn, to laud and thank the faithful 
aſſeriers by freedom, | defenders of N 


e and their king! 


- $, 4 && 


No, my Friends, not to A bn | 
reg you, is the purpoſe of Alfred. The 
2 1 anes fly; let us follow, and not waſte the 
. moments which heaven preſents, 

in attempting to ſecure that wealth, which 
muſt be ours, if we render our good fortune 
I permanent by ſeiziny the Dua bappy 


Ny 


Sch bad be Eniſhed, * the fol-. 
; den e eric to kad them on. 


Alfred. 
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Alfred gratified by: having gained a point 
of- ſuch importance, would: have-inſtantly' 

complied with their requeſt, but that his 
wiſdom taught him their bodies, after fuch 
| long toil, could not be as vigorous as their 
minds. He therefore ordered proviſions 
from the camp, and while they fnatched 


an _—_ deere . wr en imo e e 


Ottie and Adelwalch 1 were the only pe per- 
ſons of note who had fallen, and of thoſe - 
of meaner rank but few were flain, in 
compariſon withthe number of ſlaughtered 0 
Danes. Vet ſuch was the tender affektion 
which Alfred bore his ſubjedts, that this. 
loſs, though. in reality inconſiderable, at. 
fefted him moſt deeply. He ſtudiouſiy, 
however, confined his feelings to his own, 
breaſt, unwilling, to damp t the ardor of = 


(32-7 


preſent moment by, an eh appear- 
ance of concern, 8 
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cared not. He anxioufly b 
1 os that n and learned -that 


1 
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| he had beer wounded, ad; e 
the camp, in order to furniſh him wah, 
a tuccour which 8 ſituation l 


1 
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| Alfred a Sue bis chan 10 
himſelf, wich gratitude the moſt ſerv 
The firſt movement of his ſoul was to viſit 
the friendly youth; but he recollected that 
Ethelſwitha was alſo in the camp, and while 
his heart bounded with delight, at the con- 
vidlion that he was now free to pour out its. 
effuſions, at her feet, yet did the greatneſs | 
of | bis mind lead him to ſhun the inter- 
view; 117 left the Bogprowe, 


* 1 4x + 1 


fluence 0 
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BE "that. 92 1 laſt effort for its be 
| was not yet accompliſhed. | + Tbs 
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He was going to add, "Ethelfwitha and 
my ſiſter; but to mention the name of the 
former ſtruck him wich an idea of ervelty, 
- when he conſidered to whom his directions 
were addrefſed. . Before he could en 
again, Ethelbert bent his knee, and ex. 
claimed in a egal e anateg OW 
emotions. u 1 e l F 


« Royal Alfred, 1 wall fallow; I wilf git 
attend thee.—I cannot—pardon and pity 
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« tt is ,“ - epic Alfred, much aſc, 
ce who fhould require pardon, fince I have 
given thee pain. Forgive me, dear Ethel». t 
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men in ll pant _ N the | 
Ah ai himſelf, led on to the pn. 


| On the ſecond toy of their route ſome 

| 1 ſugitives of the enemy were 
ſeized. Theſe perſons, after having given 
the account required of their countrymen's | 
-motions, the ſoldiers, not yet ghitted with | 
revenge, would have put to- death. | 


"8 Alfred beheld their brandiſhed ſwords. 
| He ruſhed amongſt them, diſmaunted in 


an inſtant, and interpoſed between them 
, * their intended victims. 
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But che ſtern Gurhrum betrayed not an 
4008 faci ity. Pride manifeſted inhim the 
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| [ane appearances : as Zeal.” W len informed | 
. that his Authority was no more, that His 
followers had dared to ſubmit; in direkt 


. oppoſition to his commands, rage and moi 
cation at once e him. 
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the conditions I bave o offere: 
and thou 0 0 rule thy Wake as the 2 
gate of Alfred. Let nat that word, offend 
thy pride. Al Alfred ſhall require is, 
that thou eſtabliſn good order amongſt 
them; govern | thyſelf. and them, by the 
laws of Loopy and become his 5. end 


41 n 1 not to . vort ipof 
my fathers ?” demanded. 88 in a 
ſullen tone. To become my friend, and 
an inhabitant of England,” replied the 
King, cee it is neceſſary that thou doſt ſo. 
But I will not conſtrain. Hear the docu- 
| ments of our holy teachers, and if ou 

conform thy ſentiments to their 
ptbeepts, | chou an {till free io depart to 
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2 of theſe words. He muſed. He 
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ret | | country, 


THE so oF ET! Werk n 
2 * his laurels Vaſted, bis: reno 


pride as ſenfibly; us if be hug itrreatip"ens = | 


perienced it; and the offers of Alfred 14 | 


wy" was ſtill ſullen 
will liſten to 1 teache 
faid 1 no more. 
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ments, did he once agree to form them. 
He contented himſelf therefore for the _ 
preſent with the advantage he had gained, 


and confiding the fallen chief to the care . 


of Sivard and Edwy, he commanded them 
conduct "WP" the a: 


— 
— 


8 


——— 


* P Fo r . , 
. „„ « Wer 
85 batt + nt 
£ _ ** St * 
Cores 2 — —— — 
* * 2 -- . - CO — 2 bo - NN _——— Ot 2 
> . I _ _ — G 6 - 
co ono Eire WF Mu 5 — 
8 — 8 WO · » K —— 3 "ay 
22 ä n 
"x : j 
1 
„ <= 


: 
A 
4 
; is 
1 
4 
7 [> 
4 
40 
f | 
6 
= 
* 


his own arrival at that mig At the — 5 
time the meaner Danes were by his order 


BITg Arden. waar a dun e to 8780 1 5 


— . —̃— — 
Ea» —— p 


— 


2 
— — — * ——ä—— 2 —— he 2 wh 3 = — 
— 8 = 8 
r — rare 4 — — Dy p * > FS." can. A &. as — 5. . 2 2 a os " 
— * n 4,5 » * 3 + * was — —— 


. . ——— — — : 6 > by bo — 1 "4 — Ss 
0 3s, 1 5 L * . " . 88 — —— — n v4-+ 6 x r = — 2 — es, 2B A o 
9 4 es irs 4 ye " ag Warren n cy ve; WO AE EF: = © - ON” 8 9 222 hs fe K 8 * * e 8 
- 
* ; 5 5 * 
* * i * 
79 ; O ; F 5 
; - j 
a — L 5 


— * — —— 
2 GY Call = 4 « 1 


King Woking: Cates one of. N 
chiefs to govern in Eaſt Anglia ; * and 
placing an Engliſh noble at the head of 
the Northumbrians, till the reſolution of 
Guthrum ſhould be determined. Nor was 
their converſion neglected, ' He provided 
them with fpiritual guides, whom he ſtrialy 
charged to inculcate the important duties 
of ede with © care and nn. 
55 >; 
Theſe 8 duties condemned be 
led back his victorious army to the camp 
ſo lately polleſſed by his now FO 
| enemies. | 
| 5400 . it. His dunn ſwelled 
with tranſport j- yet before he ſought to 
enter the preſence of Ethelſwitha, he en- 
gaged W in * PI conference, 
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Ethelbert at his ſide. He read in the 
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agitated him internally, and his feelings, 
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proceed where he had intended. Mr 
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not thy purpoſe for me. . I bave e xamined = 
my heart, 1 have found, that conſcious as. 


I am that I poſſeſs not the affections 1 


Ethelſwitha, thy union with her cannot 
add to my unhappineſs. Nay; I ſometimes . 
think, ; that its ſpeedy accompliſhment can 
alone. give me a probability of returning 
peace. For now deluſive hopes, ſpite of 
my better reaſon, often will intrude: they 
are ever ſucceeded by the bitter anguiſh 
of deſpondence. End the conflict, O king. 
When all is finiſhed ; when no room for 
any further gleam of hope remains; when ' 
apprehenſion ſhall be loſt in a : 
then Wm 


"His voice . be pauſed: a a deep 
rt ſuffuſed his countenance, a deathlike 
paleneſs ſucceeded. He attempted to ſtrug - 
| gle himſelf into compoſure, and reſumed 
in haſty accents, as if he feared his firm- 
neſs would evaporate, © then perhaps the 
ſoul of Ethelbert may be fitted to receive 

ihe honour that Alfred has I: him.“ 
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retreated. . He judged. that — 


too advanced, and uren be , 
n he determined t to wroidil it. 
Alfred Si hdd his 
fectionate Judith ruſhed into his arnis, 
Their mutual emotions were to great fur 
utterance: : Judith firſt found the mower of 
ſpeech. My brother—my' king—my 
pee !” cried ſhe, in an interrupted * 
voice; while her eyes ſtreaming with tears; 
gave an appearance | 
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| of tenen al delight. bo 13. ce 1 


_ cried, in tender accents of reproof, © thoi 
vert here thou wert in the camp oſ Guthe 


one gleam of diſcovery. 'Thou ſaweſt her 


heart I thank thee; for preſerving thyſelf ; 
for zhis bleſſed moment; for guarding that 
life which makes the een of thy 


\ 


ELWOLF 


al | 7 beloved ſiſter, #3 8 


| While tears dimmed the eyes of Judith, 
kinkles played upon her lip Ah he 


rum, and thou didſt not give thy Judith 


grief for thy los yet didſt thou not hint 
to her that her grief was groundle .— N 

brother, pardon the unjuſt teproach. A 
retract it. I thank thee;: with! my Whole 
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When ae 8 had | 
ſublided, the eye. of Alfred wandered to- 
ward the entrance of that tent, from wih 
3 * to 1 702 h. 165 16 in 
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THE so OF ETHELWOLF.. 
* My ſiſter,“ ſaid he; heftatingly, * « are 


there no further congratulations for Al- 


fred 7— Thy fair companion, the daughter 


of Morcar, will ſhe not appear ? Will the 


not bleſs with her preſence the once 
favoured friend of her e 


ce The: annie Ma 1 


ſaid Judith, with a confuſed air.“ Ha * 


what of him?“ exclaimed the King wane) 
« Ethelſwitha is in the power 11 Ethelred, 


N his . 


That ral. was ates; a ſudden firoke of. 
thunder to the aſtoniſhed Alfred. What 


meaneſt thou?” he wildly cried ; © torture 


me not my ſiſter.— What, what have 1 to 


He . the violence of his emotions 
choaked his utterance. | 


— 


„ What I have faid is true,” replied 


Judith. Come and I will give thee proof 
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t nat Ethelſwitha cannot att, but as Ethelred 
direds.”| mr 


He had not time to reflect on n the mean- 
ing of theſe ænigmatical words; ſhe ſeized 


his paſſive hand, and led him inſtantly to 
the tent. © Here,” cried ſhe, opening it 


and advancing, © here thou wilt perceive 
the power of Ethelred over Ethelſwitha ; 
for Ethelred and Ethelſwitha are the ſame.” 


This exclamation gave to Alfred a quick 


perception of the amazing and ineſtimable 


truth. To enter, to ruſh forward, to throw. 


1 * 


himſelf at the feet of the bluſhing fair one, 


was but the work of an inſtant. ;F or in- 


quiry he had no inclination, for uttterance 
he had no power. Happineſs, better ex- 


preſſed by ſilence than by words, filled his 
ſoul, and animated his countenance. 


He preſſed her beauteous hand to his 


lips; he claſped his folding arms around 
her as ſhe late. | 


„ Heavenly 
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OD Heavenly maid * at length be cried, 
cc Loyelieſt and moſt beloved of women! 
haſt thou, for Alfred haſt thou riſqued an 


exiſtence more valuable chan all the earth 
can offer! Ee) 


« Doſt e not condemn my indiſcre- 
tion.? Doſt thou not deſpiſe my weak- 
neſs ?” cried ſhe, in a tone of deep con- 

fuſion. „ 8 


Me. © call not by ſuch harſh e 
an action to exalted,” cried Alfred, with 
vivacity, (while be gazed on her half 
averted features vith intenſe delight) 5 
« the future ſtudy of my life ſhall prove 
how high 1 hold i it. And ſure, the cares of 
the longeſt .. life cannot half repay the 
mighty debt of gratitude 1 owe ho 275 


. 1 Ethelfwitha. 
She bluſhed at the involuntary repetition, 


and attempted. to force herſelf. away from 
the claſping arms of Alfred. 
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ras: THE $0N Or ETHELWOLF.” 


e No,” cried he, detaining ber, 4 not 
ſo ſoon will we ſeparate. I have not) yet 
half gazed upon thee. I have not yet been 
half bleſſed with the muſick of thy accents. 
0 indulge me, precious arbitreſs of my 
days: give me a ſew more moments to 
expreſs the ardent love with which my 
breaſt is filled. Gracious heaven! how 
have 1 deſerved ſuch rs, . mans 
franſcendant Happinels . 


Aer Ah '” cried Ethelſuitha, « doſt . 
not deſerve all, and every good which | 
heaven can beſtow „ 


This artleſs exclamation, which impreſſed _ 
her who uttered it with new confuſion, gave 
Alfred unſpeakable tranſport, In' that 
ſtate of refined delight, Ethelbert occurred. 


to bis remembrance. 


he Alas ed his ggbing, 10 « why muſt. 
wel xy Kleie "_ Ven to ene . 
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% And -whoſe heart,” exclaimed Judith, 
«can be ſo baſe as to wa e at the pars 
0. Alfred 2 ST; | 


| « My | lter, he replied, „far from 
baſeneſs is the heart that repines; united 


is it to that of Alfred in ties of lrong | 


ene and melting e 


% Oddune !“ interrupted the dnighter 
of: Mata, bluſhing as ſhe ſpoke, 0 
miſtaken prince, doſt thou full n that 


ne Fr 
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We No,” replied the monarch ſmiling, 
« J am undeceived; Ethelſwitha has un- 


deceived me. Pardon me, my beloved, * 


I have ought confuſed de I meant not 
eee but nee 
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. B another name thou knoweſt bim,“ 

ſaid Alfred, It is Wiitigild, the ſon. of 3 

Harold, of whom L pak” ERA Hoo 
«<Q hikes: art thou 6 with 

Wiittigild ?” ſhe cried; © Judith, my dear 

Judith, now ſhall we hear tidings of a per- 

ſon, for whom we are ſo highly intereſted!” | 
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This expreſſion of lively joy diſcon- 
certed Alfred; yet\ when he recollected the 
proof ſhe had given him of her love, his 
doubts but half formed, quickly vaniſhed, 
and he haſtened to gratiſy the W 22 
had raiſed, | . 5 5 


0 


After 1 the incident which firſt 
introduced that youth to his notice, * I 
will now,” he proceeded, relate what 
circumſtances led to the diſcovery, that his 
affe ctiòns Were engaged by how who had 
engroſſed my own,” 


« What,” 
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£08 © What, 55 interupted Judith, in a tone 
of indignation, © did be dare to love Ethel- 
ſwitha? Her whom Alfred, ſhe pauſed, 


and again exclaimed, What ingraticude! j 
what perhdy !” | 


"M0 Where is ho wonted gentleneſs of my 
fiſter ?” ſaid Alfred, mildly. © Pardon me, 
my brother,” returned Judith, bluſhing 
deeply, © My 3 were raten _ 
* them.” _ 


| Alfred ſmiled deviants on her, and pro- 
ceeded. When he had ended his tale, he 
* obſerved both in the countenance of Ju- 
dith, and of Ethelſwitha, a fatisfaftion 


which they 1 manifeſted t not at Its commences : 
ment. 


« Does my liter,” ſaid he, addreſſing | 
Judith, continue to regard Ethelbert; 6 


No,“ replied ſhe, whils a roſy bluſh: i nog 
ſuffuſed her cheeks, e On the contrary, 1 — 
| Yu — . . 75 
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1 convaer him as worthy of N higheſt 
; eſteem and e 


ce Would, 


tha t my oy Judi a bim 


with a more tender eſteem than mine,” ſaid 


be, taking her hand, and ſmiling. Jan 
bent her eyes to the earth. Alfred ſaw in 


that confuſion the feelings of modeſty, not 


averſeneſs. He urged ber farther; the 
recovered herfelf, aſſumed a lively air, and 
in a tone of innocent gaiety replied, 
= Since thou meaneſt to bereave Kabel. 


Twitha of a captive, I, as thy ſiſter, . and 


thy ſubjett, am equally obliged by the ties 


of affection and obedience, to aſſiſt thy pur- 
pole.” | 


wv 
a- , 


ee Manifeſt this Gee to Ethelbert,“ 
cried the king, delighted with her anſwer, 
and fear not that he can reſiſt thee. © This 


moment,” he added, „ will I introduce 
him to thy preſence, for my. heart preſages 
an bappy conſequence.“ 


1 


* 


153 


5 ſaying thus, * ae the tent | 
| petuouh 11 en the ſon of Harold. 


le OP eY chat the aßen of that 


youb; wore an air of more compolure- | 


than when he beheld him laſt; but the in- 
 telligence he communicated renewed all his 
e ä 


He muddered at the idea of vii th! 
yows to any other than Ethelſwitha. He 


had looked forward to this event ; he fan- 


cied he had taught himſelf to conſider ĩt as 


inevitable: but when it approached, he 
perceived the fallacy of thoſe thoughts; he 
diſcovered that a latent hope, had reſted 


in the midſt of deſpair. Yet to refuſe her 
who condeſcendingly accepted him, to in- 


ſalt the offered kindneſs of his friend, his. 


| benefaQor, his inſtruftor, ſuited not the 
gentleneſs and gratitude of his ſentiments. 


Therefore, with words that implied aſſent, 
but an heart torn with fecret anguiſh, he 


W the extended band ol the monarch, 
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trembling, he waited the reply. 


an accent of ſurprize. 
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and ſuffered himſelf to be guided n his 
Pleaſure. 


Alfred led him into the tent, * point - 


ing 10. udith, C Behold, my dear Ethel» 
bett,“ he cried, © the fiſter of Alfred.” | 


« O powerful heaven !” exclaimed the 


youth, What do I hear ? Is this indeed 
ay ſiſter ?”? „„ 


Fixed, FER to the ſpot on which be 
ſtood, his eyes gazing wildly, his knees 


4 Why doubteſt thou?“ ſaid Alfred, in 


{ 


« Why doubt 1? Oh mighty heaven ! 


| have I not cauſe to doubt, to diſtruſt the 


evidence of my ſenſes, when bliſs ſo in- 
credible ſalutes me? Yes, royal Alfred, it 
is my Birtha,—it is ſhe herſelf !—Her, for 
whom I ſought to die.—She who now 
makes life moſt precious to me!“ 


THE SON OF ETHELWOLF. 
In ſaying thus, he fell at the feet of the 


pra and embracing his knees, implored a 


thouſand bleſſings on his head. Then aroſe, 
flew to his miſtreſs, gazed ardently in her 
face and gave vent to the lively emotions 


ol his ſoul, in the numberleſs and excuſe. = 


able extravagancies oft true paſſion. 


The wretch doomed to a cruel death, 
after having had his imagination long diſ- 
tracted with horrible images of puniſhment, 
in the moment, when ſhuddering, he ex- 
peRts his fate, thus hears the exhilarating 
tidings of life, and pardon. pronounced. 
Stupified with the excels of paſt miſery, his 


heart opens not at once to receive the im- 


preſſions of j Joy. He doubts, he trembles; 


he fancies that death ſtill preſent, which 5 


he bas eſcaped. At length, the bliſsful 
certainty burſts upon him; the paleneſs of 


deſpair, gives place to the ruddy fluſh of 


kindling hope, and his boſom pants wich 
the weight of even agonizing rapture. 
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The good fortune of his young friend, 
was a new ſource of happineſs to Alfred. 
Mutual congratulations were uttered, and 
in theſe congratulations did Judith and ' 
Ethelſwitha join, with that chaſte reſerve, 
that delicate confuſion, that is ever inſe- 


parable from the poſſeſſion of "Ws 
1 5 f | 


The Grit ee of Eltovery now 
fübßding into calm delight, Alfred and 
Fthelbert became anxious to learn what 
fatality had ſo long deceived them. Judith . 
undertook to ſatisfy their curiolity, Ae 


— 


17 « When Ofcitel” (the begun) «© way 
fruſtrated in his horrid deſign by the deli- 
verance of his rival, he haſtened to my 

. preſence ; his eyes gleaming with malice 
and ferocity, and his tips fraught with falſe- 
hood. He impoſed on my credulity a be- 
lief, that Ethelbert had my a _ t6. 
his revenge. e 75 
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The en redouble 


tion of the baſe relater, and 1 gave vent : 
to the hatred that animated me, in the moſt 
Oſeitel appeared _ 


vehement reproaches. | 
aſtoniſhed by my dep 


rtment ; he attempt- 


ed to approach and ſooth my anger. But 
I retreated with horror. I raiſed my hands 
wildly; I uttered a vow to attempt my 
own exiſtence, if I continued ſubjected to 


the preſence and the fuit of a een _ 
 horred by heaven , and bi af nnn, 


Finds his deren had not e this 
benefit he expected, he now thought it more 
conducive to his intereſt to divulge the 
I believed him not, till he atteſted 
it by the evidence of others ; and though 
this changed my grief into a fecret ſatis 
faQtion, yet it ſoftened not. my a =. 


truth. 


his addreſs or converſation. 


Dee i on the nit of Guthr | 


1 ſought not to conceal my averſion. But 


at W thas e liſtened to the re- 
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monſtrances of Oſcitel, and one day ſternly 


\ hed, why I continued A to his . 
n love. | 


40 migbey Guthrum,” I replied, © thou 
haſt ſaid, that Oſcitel ſhall. not owe my 
7 favour to non” 


3's 1 hs ſaid,” cried he, with a "cr 
of dark ſeverity, 10 that thou ſhalt not be 
diſhonoured, and that promiſe is ſtill in- 
violable. But Dame, Oſcitel is inclined 
to eſpouſe thee. Canſt thou apprehend 
. diſhonour in an alliance with the ſon of a 
king, the brother of Guthrum? Re- 
ceive with the humility and gratitude, that 
becomes a captive, the benefit deſigned 
thee ; teach thy ſtubborn ſpirit to ſubmit, - 
and learn that force may conquer, where 
perſuaſion fails.” - He quitted me at theſe 
| words, and the moſt violent deſpair poſ- 
ſeſſed me, Vet it ſubſided. I ſupplicated 
heaven for relief: I truſted to its bene- 
: yolent aſſiſtance. Hape, even againſt pro- 
17 . * 
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 bebility.adavrmd wp . and that 8 | 
| raving me WoL, 8 


* * 


| ; Ofcitel, at EPS. head. of | ſome. troops, 

quitted the camp for the purpoſe of plun- 
der. The following morn was to decide 
my fate; I was then, ſpite of my reluctance, 

my tears, my anguiſh, to become the bride 
of ham whom * foul bored, 5 


A 1 ene 0 — me; 
Author of all good, for giving that appella- 
tion to the work of thy Providence Yes, 
it was thou who direted Oſcitel to the 
aſylum of Ethelſwitha! Weak aſylum, 


N the force of the e W ocean 


He e the 8 he flew Ethel- ” 
ſwitha, and forgot the purpoſes of rapa · 


Gr Her ſuperior nn — „ 
ö 7 


i 
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34 


13 . cc Say rather the Os i6confamcy; of 1 

4) the barbarian,” interrupted en, | 
Jon an and continued. 

. ” „m 


P WPI . 7“... — 


Birtha d n his heart. He re- 
turned to the camp, proud of his NG 8 
prize, and laden with ſpoils. No ſooner 
did Ethelſwitha appear in the preſence of : 
Suthrum, than he een many tokens of 
extraordinary emotion. Oſcitel, with the 
diſcernment of jealouſy penetrated his 
though ts, and would have quickly removed 
| Her from his ſight, under pretence of pity- 
ing her conſternation. But Guthrum (un- 
uſed to reſtraint, and ſcorning diſſimula- 
tion) commanded her to ſtay, and openly 
avowed the feelings with which: ſhe 12 0 | 
bon nor him. 1-49 | 


= 


This 88 W Ofcitel off bis 
guard; ; he confeſſed the ſame feelings, 
and urged his prior claim by right of con- 
queſt. Guthrum, in ſcornful terms, re- 
proached him for his inconſtancy. Oſcitel 
heeded not the charge, and the flames of 
violent diſcord became enkindled. This 
; ye, which in one had been terrible to 
#5 3  Ethelfvithay | 
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Guthrum knew the attachment of the 
ſoldiers to Oſcitel, and that knowledge 
5 prevented him, ſpite of his pride, from 


THE SON OF ETHELWOLF. 1 


depriving him by open force of the prize 


the other hand, was ſenſible, that thoug 


the Danes bore yu a large: degree of we - 
ion, tf and feared his bro 
ther. Swayed by & chaſe motives, the hopes 


3 1 „ 
liiu © I 5 


and rhe. eg e of « each cc 


tes 115 pf ; 


Ethelfwi ls was eee to the ape. : 
ment which I occupied. The ſurpriſe of 
meeting deprived us of the guard of e 
dence, and our involuntary exclam 
diſcovered to the Danes the birth and qua- 
lity of their priſoners: As the ſiſter of 


Alfred, I became obnoxious to them; 


love of Oſcitel was s paſt; it therefore ow). 
| 1 "I 


— 


which his arms had gained, Ofcitel on 
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interfered: not to ſave me, and the tears 

and entreaties of Ethelſwitha alone, pre- "> 

| ſerved me from being We as 2 vie- 
tim n co Heir barbarous n 


1 n "R banghty 1 1 was 
ein to attend on Ethelſwitha with 
the care and humility of a domeſtic : the 
women who had before waited on me, 
vere commanded to carry their ſervices io 
her, and to look on me as ho longer their 
wiltrels, . their TIONS. ? 


* n 


| When they retired, the kind Ethelfwitha 1 
deplored the indignity offered me, and 
accuſed herſelf for being the cauſe; ſhe 

implored my pardon in a voice af ſhame 
and forrow. My heart had no room for 
either ſenſation ; that indignity was to me 
a ſource of the moſt lively ſatisfaction, for 
it proved that I had no longer reaſon to 
fear a fate, far more Long and hu- 
miliating. CN dS 


g dre bY ; wy , 
— - —— 


. Guthrum 
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The viſits of Oſcitel were as eee * 
length the continued oppoſition of the latter 
to the wiſhes of his brother, provoked that 
haughty chief to forbid him the preſence 
of Ethelſwitha, and in chis ſtate were we 
all, when thou, ſaid ſhe, addreſſing Alfred 
9 « didſt enter the: camp of thy nnn 


> 2 * N - 
* 


During the time 1 have fred of” * 
continued ſhe, ** Ethelſwitha appeared to 
labour under a ſecret grief, which ſeemed 
to ſpring from ſome more pungent 
than the conſideration of her CO. 

For the 8 of ene 1 viſhed 
to diſcover it. By my preſſing inſtances, 
Ethelſwitha was at length moved to con- 
Bae 1 | 32 


« Ah! ceaſe,” interrupted the daughter 
of Morcar at this part, putting her hand 
on the mouth of Judith. | 
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clire ibs add new force to deg 
which I among owe. to this wy” 
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and tho menaces or. a me 


% Nog kind! alter, 0 2 <a 
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85 this me rde 4 dy lo og dab me n 


thee, even while he” fancied: ark indif- 
2 Bs 


30 3 


1 Kare 0 ! * . 


A fred. The fair narrator en ee heed. 
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lese 22 the nen, e rape 8 
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cc Saen ek to ee ber on 
the ſubjeR of his paſſion : the manner in 


which he urged his ſuit was more calculated 
to inſpire fear than love. Like an un- 


broken ſteed impatient of the curb, he was 


indignant of the chain that bound him, and 


ſcorning the gentle aids of perſuaſion and 
of tenderneſs, ſought to bend her to his 


wiſhes by the imperious frowns of a maſter, 


He 


f 5 VVV e 5 1 4 CON. x. Ox | | 3h 
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| we Provoked * ihe oütrages of 0 | 

Fl: 3 pride, ſhe informed him, that her heart 
was already fixed beyond the power I 
change, and fixed on one, whoſe worth, 
whoſe rank and virtue, rh her choies 


2 N ber rar 


This avowal bäder his PORE afreſh; : 
On thy arrival it was at its height. He it 
deſired her preſence at the banquet in the 
terms of command, not requeſt, Unwil- 
ling to rouſe'his ſtern paſſions by a Kal, 
ſhe complied. | 


4, * N + * 


When thy y voice mluted ber ears 4 ke 7 
mine, violent were our emotions, but the 15 
reſemblance that ſtruck us loſt its force 
; | when we heard the tenor of thy ſtrains. Mad 


That dangerous and ſudden 3 7 
which thou didſt betray at the feet of Ethel- | 
Cwitha, at once diſcovered thee to her 
penemallab. . Thou may ft remem er her 
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Glence, her confalion, her baſty . | 
from the fealt. +. af W 
"When we. were e alone, ſhe claſped ber t 
arms around my neck ; ſhe. wept, and 
ſmiling {hrough her tears, exclaimed— | 


0 My Judith, e is hot dead! He livesf . 


and doſt thou not think“ —ſhe added, 
biding her face in my boſom, « * doſt thou 


not think he loves: me?“ 

My als in was . to * ber of 
a truth which obſervation taught me. With 
the moſt fervent gratitude we poured out 
our thanks to heaven, for having preſerved 


thee from the power of thy enemies; and 


nearly i in the ſame moment were we. alarm- 


ed with 1 fears for thy. future 
ſafety. 


a 


To ſeek e an interview with thee was i 
 polbble, without incurring ſuſpicion, after 


the een which Ethelſwitha had ma- 


nifeſted 


' THE so OF ETHELWOLY, by. 


nifeſted againſt'thee in thy aſſumed cha- 
racter, and to make inquiry concerning 
thee, would, by raiſing a dangerous cu- 
rioſity, have haſtened che misfortune we 
were anxious to avert. 


1 


While we were © mutually communicating - 
our feelings of harraſſing ſuſpenſe, Wal- 
demar, with all the appearance of a perſon 
labouring under the dominion of terror 
and confuſion, ruſhed in, and proſtrating 

himſelf before Ethelſwitha, beſought her 
to ſave him from the wer. ood of Gathrurh. . 


Confuſed Pe 3 ſhe conn 
him to riſe, and declare how he had in- 
curred it. His relation was abrupt and 
disjointed; but Ethelſwitha learned enough, 
in hearing that thou hadſt quitted the hol. 
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tile camp. | 5 . | 
% On one hdi only, - cried ſhe, | 
£1 with an eager. accent, while her eyes 1 | 
N beamed with the noble deſign ſhe medi- 
| | . 


| ru SON OF ETHELWOLF. | 


5 tated 5; c on one conditi. n only wil 5 
1 promiſe to excuſe thy fault to Guthrum. 
Tt is, that thou ſhalt ſwear by all wha. 
thou regardeſt as moſt binding and moſt 
holy, to fulfill the e wier am * 
to make 1 


'To ons Us feared he but 
2 the: Fury of his maſter, this condition ap- 
peared light. He ſwore without beſita- 
A tion by the jetty raven, mellenger of Odin, 
by the Valkyriur, his attendants, and by 
all the terrors of the god himſelf, to com- 
ply with her demand. * 


** 


The 0 Ebelbeitbe ſparkled d 
| with ſatisfadtion.— %’ Now then: cried ſhe, 
'*c. as a prelude to that requeſt, I require 


thee to bring hither on the inſtant, the full 
| apparel and the faulehion of a warrior. 


3 
Waldemar heſitated not to obey. While 
| he v was ent, I OT e her pur- 


«Ts 


3 3 ur" 


him, if neceſſary 
Ethelſwitha, 8 „ POT 
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. To follow 00 „ Alfred ; to f f ;ht, to 4. be... 
oh anſwered the. heroic | 


*Atoniſhed by ain n hich 
raiſed her above the character of her ſex, 


1 was as deprived of the power of WA 4 


N 4 
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"© length, « don chou mean,” 1 alked, 5 


« 10 diſcover thyſelf to ag 1 


. - Ws 
* - 
— N 


2 


0 Judith,” ſhe i in a tone * 
mixed conſuſion and reproof, « canſt thow 
ſuſpe& me of nen ſuch an offence. 
to piety . riots: her tiets et ole IS 


8 
3 p 


* But fore ay voice, ay Features, wuſt 


reveal the ſecret,” I reſumed, | 5 SY 


K-35 * 


ce 3 will take beed th te! EE me 
the anſwered ; and c opening infaoty, 

2 Wel cabinet, from which ſhe took out 0 
drug of yellow hue, e this*—cominued | 
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| ſhe, ſmiling, ſhall Aileen my features, and 
my accents ſhall be harſh e even toan exceſs, : 


of diſſonance,” 


A new fear aſhiled me. Lie Alas! Guth- : 
rum will purſue thee,” ſaid I, trembling. 


« Princeſs, on thy prudence I depend to. 


prevent that purſuit,” replied Ethelſwitha. 


« Perſuade him that I am afflicted with 
diſeaſe ; that I loath all. converſe, and the 
light of ta” Darken the couch, in which 
I have been wont to repoſe, and if ne- 


| ceſſary, inſtruct one of our attendant VIr- 


gins to perſonate me, with a | caution. to 


1 5 tri lilence. 2 


Thou, Judith, knoweſt thy brother. Thou 


muſt be ſenſible, that he entered not this 


hoſtile place for a trivial cauſe; | My heart 


preſages that he meditates ſome important 


project, and that before the ſtratagem 
which I have contrived can be betrayed, 


: * þ o 


| thou wilt ſee Alfred at the Ro of his 


SF" S 
9 
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ſubjets; pouring ven geance on e in- 
vero of his: e, EL. 


> Waldame pron 3 5 ian 1 
ſcized on what he had brought; then, after 
commanding him to await her coming forth, 

ſhe retired into an inner chamber, and ap- 
peared i in a few moments to our wonder- 
ing eyes, ſach as thou haſt beheld her, in 


the charaQter of FIN; the Northum- 2 


brian. 


"4 


. This is nn time, ' cried ſhe to Walde 
mar, before he had the power of venting 
his ſurprize, © this is the time for the per- 
formance of thy oath. Lead me forth, 
_ acquaint me with the courſe of the minſtrel. 
Univerſal filence reigns within the camp: 
it is the hour of flumber and ſecurity. 2 
thou art willing to guide my ſteps, thou 
wilt at once inſure a magnificent — 


and-thy. own ſafety.” ff. 


* . "FUE 83 * was Lilible in bits. 


countenance at this demand; made A 
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farewell, *-ſhe "RA, * and proper Mr 
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lich tremble. with ; apprehenſion, not- 
_ withſtanding her AA en Waben 
But the an theo amen dan der, 
lem. „ 


Tap "Is : 1 85 ; HR VER A * 7 


« My vow is paſſed,” he cried, . and 
n, I ſee all the dangers that await its 
performance, yet will I not riſque the in- 
js. pope of heaven t6 avert that of Guth- 


Ethelſwitha eagerly ſeized the mo- 
ment tof his revived reſolution. n claſped 
me in a tender embrace.—< Farewell, 


our meeting 55 


72 « One thing only,” he added, turning. 
to Waldemar, © haye I further to require 
of thee. Aﬀent to all I ſhall ſay to the 


minſtrel, and guard againſt. uttering the 


lighteſt hint of iny real name and quality, 
whatever occurrences may come to r 


Lady, * on my obedience,” re- 
ou 6 l AbpLS 1 Hp 
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* n then, my Faithful -0 wed actor,” 
N ſhe, haſting out, and WO her | 1 
bah he Lee? me. 1 „ 1 1 

| 
| 


With uo envy cabs 8 net dee 3 
I next morn. commeneed to practice abs 1 
ſtratagem in which ſhe had inſtructedin e. mW 
It ſucceeded beyond my hopes; and even 
at the moment when Guthrum led ben 
bis forces . on W RIO an 


- 2 
OY RE 


When 1 AGE Wen cries 1 . 19 
I ſaw from the heights of the deſerted 1 
ramparts the horrid carnage of the hoſtile + 
field, deficient. in that noble ſpirit which | 
animated the breaſt of Ethelſwitha, terror 
poſſeſſed me; a cold chill ran through 
my veins, and my tottering limbs could 


ſcarce ſupport = me N to "= NPR a: 
bad nm. Tp Hi 167 


1 5 1 — #Y * 


Bui how were my. terrors - ell 6 
the light of the feigned Northumbrian. - = 
I: Pale, 5 
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Pale, bloody and; ſocble, I fo the lovely 
Ezhellwighs eme into the Fs; 2 
A look EIN her, which 8 injoin 
ſilence, prevented my ſorrow from break 
ing forth into exclamations. She was car- 
ried into a tent, and 1 bade her conduc- 5 
tors leave her to my care. When they re- 
tired, I found on examination, to my inex- 
preſſible content, that ſhe had received 
but a flight wound, and that the loſs of 
blood alone, cauſed _—_ feebleneſs which 
I * ane me. 


ihe: of egi was well Killed | in the 
healing art, and by her unremitting care 
Ethelſwitha ſoon recovered. ' She then 
cleanſed her countenance of the diſguiſing 
Auen and reſumed the habit of ben tex. {974 

The dubai has bad 0 her 
now gave place to timid modeſty, and with 
the moſt preſſing entreaties did ſne urge 


0s never to reveal what ſhe had adted. 
bu 
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But my preſent narration tells hee, my 
brother,” added Judith, with a ſmile of | 
gaiety, ' cc that I was obdurate to her e. en⸗ 
treaties,” oF ; 


2 he ods 4 of Alfred conlel to ope- 

15 rate, but the feelings of his ſoul were 

heightened into a yet greater degree of 

rapture than before. His eyes were rivetted 
on her, who to preſerve his life had 

riſqued her own. His heart was filled with : 

her image, and his lips emitted nothing but 
| her | 2985 3 „ - 


Nor did Ethelbert teſtify leſs — 
leſs emotion, towards the young 127 beau- 
tiful Judith. 1 


" 


At length the cares of the monarch dif 


ceeded to the tranſports of the lover. Als f. 


fred preſented himſelf to his troops; made 
an exat diſtribution of the Daniſh ſpoils 
amongſt them; and received the reward 
of his liberality in their bleſſings. 
L 4. . The: 
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The tidings of his good fortu1 ne pervaded 
the kingdom. Multitudes flocked to be- 
hold and to felicitate their ſavereign, and 
he aſcended his-long vacant throne amidſt 
the acclamations of his a ac 


The. fire 175 Ethelfiiha Ja Rar "ul re- 


treat which had concealed him from the 
Danes, and had the ſupreme felicity of 
ſeeing bis daughter united to the firſt of 
Kings, and the, moſt virtuous of mankind, 

The nuptials of Ethelbert and Judith were 
at the ſame time ſolemnized, and the court 


ſhone once more with its accuſtomed 
Pomp. 


"Sivard;; und the other bobles who had. 
been the aſſociates of Alfred in his viQori- 


ous enterprize, received rewards worthy 


of his liberal ſpirit. Oddune, in poſſe Ning 


his friendſhip, enjoyed a good, ſuperior ta 
| what wealth or honours could beſtow, yet 
| neither | in theſe was he left deficient, 


Aſter 


— 


* 
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j a 


% > 


Aſter the firſt days of rejoicing, Sivard ii 


; appeared before Alfred, * e his 15 


My ſovereign, thou art ever eee | 


Wile thaw. now choad to jt e P 


„Wbat can that noble Si; aſk,” vob F 
turned the King, 4 n Alfred will. 


refuſe * 


0 ever honored ad beneficent 1 cries. 
the youth, reſpeRfully. kifſing his hand-. 
ee why ſhould I doubt thy goodneſs? Know _ 


then, condeſcendi ng pri nee, that unable to 


mplation of her 


he ranifhedin his 906 m 
charms, her innocence, and her pete 
In conſequence of theſe thoughts 1 flew 
to the cottage of Adelfrid. I implored the! 
hand of his child in holy wedlock, and 


teſtified my repentance for the crime which 


unruly: paſſion had led me to commit, re 
the moſt bitter ſelE-repronthes.. 45:3 
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| The/inexorable old man heard me un- 
moved by pity. At firſt he anſwered, that” 


neither he nor Adelfrida were ambitious, 


and to my more preſſing inſtances replied, 
that I meant but to practice ſome new de- 

_ ceit. Conſcious of the purity of my inten- 
tions, I became inflamed with anger at the- 
charge.—Pardon me, O king; I uſed thy 
_name—lI threatened him with thy: ee 

„„ 1 N 


« And what was the reply of Adelfiat to 


this menace r* arent the W | 


1 Siward 1 end cs Nay, ; 


heſitate not,” reſumed Alfred, * be it 


en as ĩt may, I will not be offended.” *, 


31 


„ Thus then,” returned Biene 60 be! = 


replied,” “ Thy words, young: noble, do. 
I e wrong thy ſovereign; yet if they 


do not ;—if miſled by thy repreſentation, 
I have to fear his vengeace; there is ſtill a 


mn" fuperior to his: and thine, —The 
„„ POWER 


— 


4 


1 1 
Te Th 47 


{i 5 
POWER OF THE Laws! An And in that vill 
b. protection. e 


«0 Shed language of liberty o 5.00 


claimed the monarch, © Thrice happy Al- 
fred the meaneſt of thy ſubjeQs dares to 


ſpeak the RAN] a freeborn: | 
; mind! EATS | 


pgs 


« 11% ſovereign, 3 thou art not Vi 4 


| fended?” ſaid the chief of RR, 


in an accent of ſurprize,.. 


« Offended,” returned Alfred, & Of. 
fended at what. makes my pleaſure, my 


pride, my happineſs be words of Adel. 
frid are my beſt eulogium. Did Guthrum, 


fill my place, the old man had not truſted; 
to the power of the laws he has more 1 
confidence in Alfred he knows that: 4 


el them them 


51 [1+ EIS ALON 14. 1. bite : 


; 1 he . chief, ae * ad- 


miration, forgot the purpoſe for which he 
I 6 came, 
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came, and. gazed in fence at he molt | 
exalted 7 mankind, 


— 


ihe» 


a bag: Yam mn. ſpeak i it. 


— 


youth, „1 forgot myſelf in hearing thee. 
But ſince thou condeſcendeſt to inquire, 


Adelfrid continued incxorable.” 
compliance 7. laid the King, ſwailing. $ 


% my wiſhes would not ſo far degrade 
thee; and were I daring enough to have 
with ſhame and terror from it. But on thy 


and happineſs, Where thou wouldſt ſcorn 
+4 5 8 | | n 4 4 . to 


* F 


The King . him 1 wn = 5 9 
20 b of thy age : exclaimed 150 
know that I have ſaid all, in faying that 
es Then thou would Wen me hs * 


No, my favereign,” replied the youth, | 


entertained ſuch a thought, the words . 5 
have juſt heard would make me ſhrink 


goodneſs is my ſole reliance for peace 


| 
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to uſe compulſion, thou would conde- IJ 
era ſcend to perſuade ; and ſince my deten 
> 8 are honorable, I fear not to require the 


5 aſſiſtance of "BY. Ning or their. accom- : 
| e . „ . ty 3 * | 
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4 Gallant PIT * replied Alfted, ea 
5 flattereſt me with this confidence. Ves, * 
vill plead for thee to Adelfrid ; but on 
condition that if my perſuaſions do not 
avail, thou wilt promiſe never to moleſt 
him more. either 11 5 menaces or en- : Ws 11 
„ treatios.”” 1 | 48 
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Siward gudiy . this bande wy 
hoping all things from the eloquence of 
Alfred, retired latiaßed ad I ro. 
bis prefence. 1 By 


3 * 


Proper perſons w were now w diſpatched to. 
eſcort Adelfrid, and his tender Adelfrida 
„ the court, with ſtrict injunQions to ſooth . 


"I ; their IG, if * they enter - 
1 75 tained, 
* 
1 4 


deat ied 


* 
P 

3 . * 
ell — , * 


” 
” 
- <4 1 7 — 4 

2 e X * 9 7 

* * 
———̃ ——— ãmUVU——————— : 2222 — P r 
4 r . beg 
1 - 4 — * . # *%s. — ** LY © . - wy Mu © be Tal? 1 


e FE 


conſideration of Adelfrid' 8 age. $i 
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tained, and to proceed” by ealy Be, in 


Mean time, Alfred received intelligence: 


from Swithun, Biſhop of Wincheſter, to 


whom he had intruſted the charge of Guth- 5 
rim's converſion, that his pupil was NOW: 


inclined to | embrace the truths of chriſ- 
tianity. 1 n 


1 1 
* « 1 s 3 75 7 . 2 9 * 

r | „ Be & © Wb 

"4 * 915 . ws | a N OH i 


The "ey plealed Wi the news, \ Hat 
tened to viſit him, and received a proof of 
the reality of his converſion i in the — 
1 his 2 


n 


The wonted ſternneſs of by ale was 


| ſoftened into an expreſſion of gravity, and 


his accents, though not mild, were no longer 


ferocious. Alfred, happy to find that bis 
cares were anſwered, quickly commenced 


preparations for his admittance into the 


pale of the church. He was baptized by 
17 hands of Swithun, and the King him- 


ſelf. 


* - 
8 . « 
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ſelf anſwering for him at the holy font, 
; gee! him the name of Athelſtan. l 


Adelfrid now arrived at court, and was 
uſhered into the preſence of the King. 
Notwithſtanding the former declaratiof uf 
the old man, and the tenderneſs of his | 
| conduftor, the fight of his ſovereign. in- 5 
? 1 him en wy Fan's awe. 3 


* 
* * . * 
"Ro + 5 58 Hp I.E. 
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The ae and timid 1 Adeifrida EI | 
the ſteps of her grandſire; her eyes de- 
clined on the earth, and her boſom heaving 
ws! we nar rg | = N 


* 


11} 02-4 
' The King, e alin dnefs would not 
er- them to continue in ſuſpenſe, in- 
9 Ely diſmiſſed his attendants, and hal- 
wen to relieve their re 425 4 * 15 
* Venerable friend,” laid he; prak- : 
ing Adelfrid,” <<" remembereſt thou the 
minſtrel, whom thy hoſp n cot received! 3 
5 ä Haſt 
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Halt Wi ned aſſurance of his truth | 
in the renden of his promiſe 12 IR 


The old man, ſtruck. vith the Ga ac- 5 


5 cents which had brought conſolation to his 2 


heart, lifted up his eyes, gazed at the 
ſpeaker, and then bending his aged knees, 
« Great King,” he cried, © is it poſſible 
is it indeed poſſible, that thou didſt con- 
deſcend to ſooth the ſorrows of poverty and 


get * 8 1 1 * F i 19 
= 2 8 * 4 PR 5 +4 * 
14 . * , : — Fl F 4 * is . as 40 
1 1 13 1 


nn” - N 


« "Alfred Was to raiſe him from the 
ground, and obliging him and Adelfrida. 
to ſeat themſelves beſide bim, he 1 


wking the hand of Adelfrid,— 195 


N * 


4 ves, my friend, I was the A in- 


debied to thy hoſpitality. | It was Alfred. 
| whom in the hour of diſtreſs, thou didft 


—— 


receive and cheriſn; when thy heart might, 


without accuſation, have been ſteeled to. 
benevolence; when thy recent wrongs had. 


taught. 
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the old man, ſobbing with the exceſs of his 
emotions, thou talkeſt as if thou ſhouldſt 
be grateful .—Thou, my ſovereign, my be- 
nefactor! Thou, who art the cauſe that 1 
now gaze at my child without a, bluſh for 

her diſhonour.— Thou, who haſt reſtored 
her to my arms e AL 


"va gracious prince, to e do I owe 
all comfort, and yet thou ſpeakeſt as if 1 Y 
had conferred a a on theme. 
"hk ele Fact 1 gia hw his 58. and, 
claſping the knees of Alfred, © Yes, yes,” 
cried he, weeping audibly, cc thou wert my 
| benefaQor, thou wert The preſerver of my 
child, and thoſe bleſſed knees will 1 claſp, 2 
will I e to, will 1 adore I 
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The King raiſed him again. . Is it not 
to Siward. thou oweſt the reſtoration of 
—_— Adelfrida ?” ſaid he, in a voice, ere f ſtiled 
* | E. pleaſurable e emotion. dis 


| | j aug Loo fr LES in Regus 
3 ; | 
0 Or no, my bvefelhbe⸗ epi the 'old 
man, © in vain doſt thou ſeek. to give to 
ot another the reputation of thy own good- 
Rl 3 neſs ! The lips of N have revealed 
8 the truth. . 


105 


00 Exalted young man ! r exclaimed Al- 


Should not this ſincerity,” he continued, 


thy mind, and lead thee to give credence 


1 1 will ſecure the performance of thoſe 
| *8E vows which he offers to Adelfrida.“ 5 | 


luctance, were imprinted on his counte- 
nance. 


fred, © ingenuous and noble! My confi- 
dence i in thy virtue has not been miſplaced. 


e induce thee to baniſh ſuſpicion, from 


5 to his profeſſions ?—Yet fince thy doubts 
{till remain, I will vouch for his truth, and 


he oY 


Adelfrid heſitated | fear, i; re- 
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nance. At length, « The teſtimony of my 
King,“ he cried, © brings conviction. But 
if I reſign my child, will not 'Siward, of- 
fended at my paſt averſeneſs, deprive. me 
of her for ever? Alas! what conſolation | 
can her grandeur afford me, if I ſee her 
no more ve. 


Adelfrida raiſed her timid eyes. « My 
Sire,” ſaid ſhe, bluſhing, * ſuſpe& not Si- 


ward of — She pauſed ; what ſhe meant 
to have ſpoken died upon her tongue. 


At that moment the door of a chaniber 1 
which communicated with the royal apart- 
ment opened, and Siward ruſhing forward, 
threw his arms around the old man, em- a 

braced him, and in a voice half ſuffocated 

cried, * My fire, fear not my reſentment, 4 
but expect my gratitude. Thou art the "T0 
parent of my Adelfrida, be my parent alſo. _ 


. With me, with thy loved child, 6; he 
remnant of wy _— | | 
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| Joyful wonder. oppreſſed Adelfrid, even 
to fainting. The eyes of Adelfrida ſparkled 
vith chaſte delight ; and the royal autbor 
of their happineſs felt all the pleaſures 
which active and ſucceſsful benevolence - 
1 affords. 17 PTS 
No more entreaty was neceſſary to move 
. the old man to compliance. The loves of 
_ - Siward and Adelfrida were crowned by his 
I ſanAion,. and the e. of their 
King. 2h 
Alfred . not bis cares to indi- 
viduals t—his foul exalted, liberal, and 
comprehenſive, tc took in at the ſame time, 
the views of private benefit and publie 
good. Anxious to ſecure the tranquility 
of thoſe over whom Providence had placed 
him, be ſuffered not a moment to mY 
without attention to > that Com objekt. 


At the Lame time that he. EA for. 
the defence of his kingdom againſt foreign 
enemies, 
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| en mies, by his taititary” 4nd" he 
guarded its internal peace by wiſe and 
wholeſome laws, which broke- the iron 
ſeeptre of oppreſſion, humbled proud vio- 
| dane in Fw duſt, and exalted blameleſs 
wr pe, , comfort, a and . 


3 


they 5 whit bes _ and d wel- what 
menen e en 


ee AA FRY red with the 
: Friendſhip and alliance of this virtuous mo 
narch, and bleſſed in an union with the 
miſtreſs of his wiſhes, ſtill felt not unalloyed 
felicity. Filial duty and filial fears, gave 


him many ſenſations of regret and pain; 1 


Wittigild, the guardian of his youth, —0 
his fate too was he uncertain; and at 
length no longer able to bear the ſuſpenſe 
that 1 him, he ee to re- 


bs. | viſi 
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viſit Iceland, a the Ae = 
Fe enjerprize. Yo LEE 
Judith een ſharing his fate, and 
the King was made acquainted with their 
mutual intentions. The communication. 
aN not Alfred, for he had expected 
The duties of a ſon were too well 
. on his own mind, to render him: 
diſpleaſed at the reſolution of his young. 
friend; but anxious for his ſafety, he pro- 
vided him with a numerous train of warlike 
followers, and a bark conſtructed with 


ſtrength and kill. 


| Fraternal 1 led him to diſſuade 
Judith from ſharing in the hazards of the 
voyage, but that princeſs continuing fixed: | 
to accompany her ſpouſe, he at length ä 
ceaſed to plead Wien her reſolution. 


All things . prepared bin their = 
parture, the King and his beauteous con- 
5 . 


THE $0N or BTHELWOLS, *. 


bort with a Humet 
| accom wnied, E 8 


du train of attendants, 
rot ama: of? coat 


"I 2 1 
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Abe 8 We to [ls 
their bark on the boſom. of the deep, —it 
was the moment of exchanging the laſt 
adieus, when a ſailor at the maſt head cried: 
aloud, that a Daniſh veſſel was attem ting? _ 
to make the ore. 


Alfred ies: e ſhaw. at- 
| tendants to Rand to their defence, and 
placing them as a guard around the Queen 
and Judith, he ruſhed into the bark, fol-: 
| lowed by Ethelbert, and the warriors ap- 
pointed to bear him company in his enter- 
prize, Then drawing forth his good 
ſword, he waved the menacing blade, and: 
exhorted the mariners to ply their oars, in 
order to come up with the enemy. They 
obeyed with a cheerful alacrity, while their 
eager cries denoted, that they RD} 
not danger, aa ſucceſs, die 22 Ea 


"PCs 
"7 4 5 
WR. Ec 


_ Horlng 


Fi 
ag 1 


' Hevingit e 1 1 11 ax ee Nee 
ſoon came. near the E Danich veſſel; cnn 
far from avoiding, appeared to invite their, 


rn The Engliſn warriors were 
ranged beſide their brave monarch on the 
ank while their ſhining helmets glittering 
in the ſun, pains, 59h f mel mpeg "_ 
ec ircling waters. 5316 | 


Alfred hailed the Dawn ed, ai de- 
manded if their intentions were ' hoſtile. 
Their. chief, a perſon f an undaunted de- 
portrhent and noble air, appeared. We 
mean not hoſtility,” he en 1 if we do 
Not meet 155 Xt, | 


1. chr et the OY „ paſſed. 11. th 
Z when nene in a tone 708 wits nd 
; | „„ L SCC | Winigit y feicwid; my. pro- 
| ee my ſecond parent!“ he added, 
holding out his arms, © behold the objett 

of " earch * 


| Witt gild 


£: h 
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u. gert! Mag, ages ; 


* * 
: 1 we {} . 
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Ethelbert 1 08 lightly « pry tbe: pe 


OO dee oh boſs: forward with | [O00 


he was going to throw himſelf into the N 


arms of Wittigild, when his eye glanced on 
a female form, Which tottering attempted 
to approach him, He uttered a wild. CTY, 
he puſhed by Wittigild, ruſhed: forward, 
claſped his arms around the female, preſſed 
her ſtrenuouſiy to his breaſt, while the 

| wards—* My mother !—is it thou 170 
mer d —paſſed h his n ns. 


35 1 


| „ 4 
ec « My fon,” iden Gunilda ied 1 
— bac child—1I ſee thee—I am nappy >; aig 


1 had woke found kn We FAB 
all colour fled her cheeks ; the funk. mo- 
tionleſs, ſenſclels, on the boſom of her 

vor. 11. K „ 


IM; — 


nn 
4 1 
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Jon. He bent his knees gently,” he ſup⸗ 
ported her drooping head, bathed her | 
-pallid countenance with the tears'of affet - | 


tion, while he cried—* My mother |—my 


beloved mother! awake—look on thy re- 


ſtored ſon—bleſs him with thy voice; tell 
him that thou forgiveſt the aflliction he has 


cau ſed thee io 


os 


1 "this time | Alfred a come up. 
Sympathizing i in the feelings of his young 
friend, he haſtened t to adminiſter ſuocour 


40 Gunilda. IN - 


% 
* 


He ſtooped. He looked at ber, and re- 


coiled with horror. A too fatal conviftion 
reached him, that ſuccour was now uſeleſs. 


Her gentle ſpirit had for ever flown—ſhe 
Ae no more! 


Echelbert ſaw the . of Alfred. | 


Terror- ſtruck, he placed his hand on her 


heart. No pulſation met it. He claſped 
his hands; he caſt up his eyes with an ac- 
cuſing 
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culliig glance; again he bent ens gn the 
| lifeleſs aſpet of Gunilda: again he felt 

chat heart, which vibrated no more. It _ 
vas already cold to his touch, yet he re; 
moved not his hand, —yet he changed not 
his attitude. _ Gloomy and fixed were his - 

eye · balls; tears no longer moiſtened them, 
1 ner had dried their ne 


Wittigitd, — 4 8 | 
hung o'er the dead 9 5 and the mourn. 
ing . 5 | 


« Thou art gone tea, he cold) a Jovs: 5 
lieft of womankind! Accuſtomed to miſ- 
fortune, thy virtue had taught thee to 
ſupport it without repining. Joy, long a 
ſtranger to thy foul, was the harbinger of 


death. Gunilda, thou art gone; and in 


this ſad moment may Wittigild avow, that 

thou wert dearer to him than his own ex- 
iſtence which loſing thee, becomes a 

| dann Yes, reſpefted ſhade, a1 m 

| on = Bi. „ 
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' Wittigild-avow his long; his hopeleſs love, 


without fear: of inſulting thy purity, of 
offending thy __ of eee 1 
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Alfred was r 050 time too eqs 


affected with the ſcene before him to 


ſuſſer another thought to intrude. At 
length he ordered the mariners (who Glent ja 
and aſtoniſhed leant N their dane to row 


03 :\'They ee 43 0 motion 1300 he 
veſſel diſturbed not Ethelbert from his 
lethargy of grief. Still was the corſe of 
his mother ſupported on his boſom, ſtill 
was her cold heart preſſed by his uncon- 
ſcious hand. Mute did his lips remain, 
and motionleſs were his limbs. Wittigild 
11 * ernately did he burſt 


1 lr 4 ED 
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9580 in dense on 1 now infſenkble objes 5 
le bis ee we 
ens $rt og RITTER 4 pn bs 
The veſſels appr ab Phan jor | 
fred came near his young friend, and while 
be d to arouſe him, ſome perſons 
advanced to diſengage the corſe from his 
| hold, and bear it to the land. The attempt = 
changed the ſtupor of Ethelbert into an- 
ger. He preſſed the body of Gunilda ill 
cloſer to his breaſt. A lbok of wild fierce- 
nenen g Ne HR; an eee 


3 3 * 49 72 OE. 


ES 


een 13 
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= Beer . *. eben ce rude diſ- 
turbers! See you not eo IE Long 


toil, ong fatigue Have ove rered her? 


through the watry waſte has the wandered - 


to ſeek repoſe in the arms of her fon ; 
Begone, intruders dare ye moleſt x the 
OY We mother?“ bean 3 > wat 3 
Si ot ind e of e git i ; 
Amed ſosthingly dipedabid with him; $457 
but deaf to his voice, heedleſs of his w_ : 


198 THE « 


ON: or ETHELWOLF. 


he claſped the body yet more ftrenuouſly _ 
than before. His diſturbed imagination 
wholly engroſſed by the idea of the fancied 
injury offered to Gunitda, mfſamed his 
ures to nn. 5 N 


| Ethelfwitha a Judith "EP cooks the | 
bated, without any appearance of 
hoſtility, advanced towards the beach; with 
aſtoniſhment they perceived the counte- 
nances of the chiefs and mariners impreſſed 
with diſmay and horror. They came 
nearer, and Judith beholding the fituation 
of Ethelbert, uttered a cry of wild affright. 


Her voice arouſed him from the ſtupor 
in which his faculties were plunged. As 
after a gloomy and tempeſtuous night the 
bright ray of purple morn diſcovers to the 
affrighted eye the ravages which the ſtorm 
has committed, ſo the fight of Judith en- 
lightened the obſcurity of Ethelbert's ſoul, 
and gave him a ſenſible perception of his 

miſery. 


He 
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He awoke, as if from a lethargy ; keen 


anguiſh was expreſſed in his features, and 
ſuffering the corſe of his mother to be 
| borne from him, he aroſe, folded his arms, 


raiſed his eyes to heaven, again declined. 


them, and after continuing ſome moments 
in that poſture, threw himſelf out of the 
veſſel yo the beach, ; 


— 


Wintigitd, 3 bad Followed the 


 beaters. of Gunilda's corle. Aan. 
chiefs, and mariners, Gſembarked. | 


Judith flew to her ſyoula, n 


Etbelbert, ſhe earneſtiy cried, © what? 
afflidtion ?“ “ Come,” faid. he, inter- 

rupting, come, and I will ſhew thee he- 

breathleſs corſe of her who gave me life * 


Judith, . ſuffered bim to loud,” 


her on. He advanced in filence ; ; . 


pointed to the body of Gunilda. See,” 


he cried, © my parent! her whom. my... 
light has murdered! ny 


+52 
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At theſe words he let the hand of Judith 
drop, and with an air of wild diſtraction 
flew forward, preſſed the cold lips of Gu 
nilda with his own, embraced her, uttered 
exclamations of heartfelt anguiſh, and fud- 
denly raifing his eyes, beheld Wnugind 
befide him entranced in i Pirrow: PRE 


e 
* — 4 


« O my friend! is it b we meet po 
cried he, mournfully. 'Wittigi}d only an- 
ſwered him by an embrace. 110 e his 


emotions ound utteranee. 23 a lv 


* Deir piedye;? heeried, wof We FEY 
I have loved; of her whom ſtill 1 love 15 
Echetbert," thy father was my friend—- 
Gunilda was {ill more. From the firſt 
moment I bebeld her, never did her image 


deſert my heart. In ſilence and ſecrecy 
did 1 cheriſh' it. Pure was my paſſion :- 


Pure as the breaſt of her Who inſpired it. 
1 envied not Harold, for the ſtrength of ; 
niy* friendſhip and the height of my grati- 4 


tude towards him precluded: envy. Pof- 
i v ſeſſing 


1 conce ved 1 
greater degree of felicity. 
—— the A his | 
| I. bore him, was: en Aroke 4:55 EY 
content. 

2 " fr 33 111 * 95695 18740 . ts wy aq . Tr fe 
thized 8. 1 dee Jah 


it. Far from being 
-wboldened, the grief and eonſtiney * ſhe 
manifeſted ' threw" a digtity around” ber; 

which placed her more than ever above my 
5 hopes, and locked my pe in lence,” x 5 
loved thee; as a part of her, I gfadiy ac. 
ceptet the charge of watching ole thy 
ſafety, for while I guatded Wee, OT 


ie N 1 Gunilda $ foul. | 


Wes | 'retorne ed to 6 fir ns. 
departure from Denmark; the imtelligenes 
1 brought awoke her maternal ſary = ww 
to Sete . ven o one y I 
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withſtanding I had aſſumed a new diſguiſe, 
I incurred ſuſpicion and was ſeized. Then 
did 1 learn that thou wert known for tbe 
ſon of Harold, and thy wonderful dell: 
verance alſo macho me. 


Inevitable death was 1 me: 
its approach brought terror, for I thought 
of Gunilda, and of thee, When all hope. 

| had deſerted me, I was ſaved. Ivar died, 
and in his. laſt moments declared the fraud. 

which he had practiſed, in conjunt᷑tion 
vith the venal miniſter of Odin. The 

prieſt, torn. to pieces by the enraged multi- 
tude, paid the forfeit of his er. and. 

* chains \ were taken off. os 
In a flor time I-remroed to 'Gunilda; 

and found her overwhelmed with freſh 

grief for the loſs of Sitric, who had paid 
the debt of nature a few days before my 
arrival. The intelligence I communicated 
was not calculated. to compoſe her. Un- 
certain 
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de of thy fate, agitated for.thy ſafety, 
| ſhe followed the counſel: of her Grant 
; Ty in determining tc to ſeek thee ATA 


|  Solicitousto oblige 1 0 fatal, O dirs 
ſolicitude ! I once more went to Den- 
mark, divulged the ſecret .ſo. long con- 
cealed, (for there was no longer danger in 
diſcovery) and without dithculty acquired. | 

a veſſel, and companions for the voyage. 
After wetting the turf with her tears, which 
contained the aſhes of Harold O youth, 
I cannot go on—Why ſhould I proceed ꝰ 
Is not the event already known ? Is it not 
with anguiſh felt? See her—the firſt of 
women y mother the precious jewel of 
my exiſtence !—See her, pale, breathleſs, 
inanimate, unconſcious of our pangs "Wig 
Youth, at this moment is ſhe as dear to ' 
my ſoul, though altered by years, by grief, 
| and death, as when firſt I beheld her i in the. 
b. of r beauty! ! 


: 0 Gunilda, 


moftal things, frown not on my love, fince 
| now,” only n. now, have 1 e 1 


41 In fo ping Ws; he knelt before the corle, 
and prefling one icy hand to his lips, 
- bowed upon it, aroſe and retired to ſome 
diſtance, veiling his agonized e countenatice 
with his NOOR. 5 

. | 4 1 5 „ 

88 « Reſpebted ſhade,” cried judith, At. 

ing, ant imitating his firſt action, why 
didft thou not wait to give thy maternal 5 
blefling to her, who claims, who booſts" the 
title of thy daughter? And all the af- 
feQion, all the n of a ohm rack had ſhe. 
payed thee.” 2 5 


This tender adjuration piereed the ſouk 
of Ethelbert; he claſped his ſpouſe,” he 
Rant his head on her boſom,” and at length 
weeping audibly, the kindly guſh relieved 
bis labouring breaſt. 


ha, 


Alfred, 
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Alfred, who. had purpoſely. ſufferedthe - 
ody. to, remain,” in expectation of this 
event, now fearing leſt a further indulgence 15 
might. be produRive of evil, rather than 
of. good, commanded the attendants to 
bear it reverently onward. enn 
attempted no longer to | pres 
and all followed, flow and lent ths 
"AP Si 7. - 15 


T hon after, . mail of be ” 
church having been previouſly. obtained, 
the corſe was interred in conkengat 
ground, and perpetual requiems were or- 
dered for the repoſe of Harold's and Gu- 
nilda's ſoul. ER 


at N W. was this pious rite fulfilled, 
than Ethelbert ſeeking the King, with an 

earneſtneſs that well painted the feelings of 

his ſoul, informed him chat he meant to ' go [1 

once more to pag | 5 


* 1 8 
« * | x8 
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Alfred underſtood bim well. « 7 know 
thy purpoſe,” he ſaid, © thou meaneſt to 
gather the relics of thy parent, and to 
form even in death, an union betwixt him 
and Gunilda, But Wittigild has antici- | 
pated thy pious deſign. Already does 
his ſwift Os * cut the' boſom | of che 


Keep. 


This intelligence at firſt, both tes 
and offended Ethelbert. Did he fear 
my reſolution ?” cried he, involuntarily; 
One glance from Alfred, made. him feel 
the injuſtice of the thought, and ee 
took the place of reſentment. 19 


2 -Þ 
{ff 


In ſome time after, the King finding 
that his ſorrow continued as lively as 
ever, reſolved to confer on him imme- 
diately the government of Mercia; a pur- 
poſe he had long meditated. Well judg- 
ing, that grief indulged, becomes rooted 
in n the ſoul, and that the arduous duties of 


ſuck 


28 bis — prove: the belt alleviation 
of his «On e 


af 


26 aiſiniſling Echelbert 0 . govern- 
ment, be ſaid, Were I not well ac 
quainted with thy ſentiments, T would tell 
thee, that if thou didſt not rule my peo- 
ple with equity, my heart ſhould diſclaim 
thy alliance. But my confidence in thy 
virtue is too firmly fixed, to oblige me to 
that caution. Therefore, I will only -— 
Tay, continue to be what my paſt expe- 
Tience has found thee, and entitle thyſelf, _—_— 


no wo to "my" N than to =P 
amity.” : 


The elnquilty of Alfred, which was 3 
atv diſturbed by the miſeries of other, 
now returned. Eves active in benevo nr: 
lence, he called the faithful Dunwolf to 
court, and made him bleſs the hours 
when his humble roof had ſheltered the 
royal fugitive. Winefreda was remem- 
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. 5 b — 
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n 
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| lected, poured the products of far diſtant 
_ realms into his dominions, and learning, 
* cheriſhed by his foſtering care, broke the 
x fetters with which ſuperſtitious 1 6 


e 
1 


"8; 5 ah boun . her, majeſtic head, 


eee 


By ſuch aQions did A ed guſtly. ac- 
quire the appellation. of GREAT; an ap- 
5 Ran - envi pellation 


| i * 3 W 45 | ' 1 5 
1 1 | 

* * 
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Princes of the 
of the title. 


e would attain it 


earth, ye are ambitious 


* 


Ry "4 and devaſtation, —Bu ye miſtake th 
| means,—Recall the example of Altre 
Io and learn that virtue alone is 
way | „ 
. 7 | $11 
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